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Ben Osborn 

MD of Pfizer UK  

 
 

 
After graduating from Leeds University Ben joined Pfizer in 1998, 
where his career has taken him through a variety of leadership roles 
both in the UK and internationally. 
Most recently Ben was the Chief Marketing Officer across Europe, 
Japan, Korea and ANZ where he led the digital transformation of the 
commercial organisation and innovative partnerships across the 
sector. He is passionate about organisational culture and purpose to 
ensure patients benefit from breakthrough innovation and science. 
He is now the UK Country Manager and Managing Director for Pfizer 
UK, leading the organisation through unprecedented times of 
opportunity to bring science, data and technology together to 
transform healthcare. 
Ben also sits on 
The Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry board and 
represents industry on a number of committees with government and 
NHS. 
 

 

Tim Oliver  

Leader of Surrey County Council  

 
 

 
Tim has held non-executive roles on a wide range of company 
boards as well not-for-profit boards in charities, education and in 
local government. Tim is actively involved in the Charity sector as 
Vice President and previous Chairman of Shooting Star Children’s 
Hospices, Chairman of trustees Working Families and trustee of the 
Weybridge Charity. He also Chairs Esher Sixth Form College’s 
Academy Trust Board. 
Tim currently Chairs Surrey Heartlands Integrated Care System 
Board which has responsibility for delivering healthcare services in 
Surrey. A key focus is to drive closer integration with Surrey County 
Council, particularly in the area of health and social care. 
 
Tim was first elected to Elmbridge Borough in 1999 and served 
Esher for 20 years. He was elected as Elmbridge Borough Council 
Leader in 2016, elected to Surrey County Council in 2017 and as the 
Leader of Surrey County Council in 2018. He stood down as Leader 
for Elmbridge BC and then as an Elmbridge Borough Councillor in 
2019, to focus on his County Council responsibilities. As Leader of 
Surrey County Council, along with the CEO, he has set the 
organisation on a journey of transformation and championed a bold 
‘Vision for 2030’ for Surrey and its residents, to make sure everyone 
in the community is supported, allowed to thrive and to make sure no 
one is left behind. 
 

  



 

Rt Hon Kwasi Kwarteng MP 

Secretary of State at the 

Department of Business, Energy 

and Industrial Strategy 

 

  

 
 

He was previously Minister of State at the Department of Business, 

Energy and Industrial Strategy. 

Kwasi was Parliamentary Under Secretary of State in the 

Department for Exiting the European Union from 16 November 2018 

to 24 July 2019. 

Kwasi read classics and history at Trinity College, Cambridge, and 

then attended Harvard University on a Kennedy Scholarship. He 

earned a PhD in economic history from the University of Cambridge 

in 2000. 

Before becoming a Member of Parliament, Kwasi worked as an 

analyst in financial services. 

Kwasi was elected the Conservative MP for Spelthorne in 2010. 

From 2010 until 2013 he was a member of the Transport Select 

Committee, and in 2013 he joined the Work and Pensions Select 

Committee where he was a member until 2015. 

In October 2016 Kwasi joined the Public Accounts Committee, where 

he was a member until May 2017. 

In 2015 Kwasi was appointed as Parliamentary Private Secretary to 

the Leader of the House of Lords, and in 2017 he became 

Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

 

Stewart Wingate  

CEO at Gatwick Airport 

 

 
 

 
Stewart Wingate joined Gatwick Airport as Chief Executive Officer in 
December 2009. 
  
Stewart joined Gatwick Airport from BAA Airports Limited where he 
spent five years in senior management roles at several airports. He 
was Managing Director of London’s Stansted Airport (2007-2009), 
Chief Executive Officer of Budapest Airport (2005-2007) and 
Customer Services Director of Glasgow Airport (2004-2005).  
Stewart holds a masters degree in Business Administration with 

distinction and a first-class honours degree in electrical and 

electronic engineering. He is a Chartered Engineer and a Fellow of 

the Institute of Engineering and Technology. 

 

  



 

Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 

Chair of the Health and Social 

Care Select Committee 

 

 
 

 

Jeremy Hunt has been a Conservative Member of Parliament for 
South West Surrey since May 2005. 

In May 2010 Jeremy was appointed Secretary of State for Culture, 
Olympics, Media and Sport, during which time he oversaw a 
successful Olympic and Paralympic Games in London in the summer 
of 2012. From September 2012 to July 2018, Jeremy held the 
position of Secretary of State for Health. In June 2018, Jeremy 
became the longest serving Secretary of State for Health in British 
history. In July 2018, Jeremy was appointed Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, a position he held until July 
2019. 

In January 2020, Jeremy was elected Chair of the Health and 
Social Care Select Committee with cross-party support.   

Born on 1 November 1966, Mr. Hunt studied Philosophy, Politics and 

Economics at Oxford University. He lives in Godalming and London 

with his wife Lucia and their three young children 

 

 

Becky Coffin  

Director of Communities and 

Sustainability at Heathrow 

Airport 

 

 

Becky joined Heathrow in 2017 and has recently taken on the role of 

Communities and Sustainability Director, leading the delivery of 

Heathrow 2.0, the airport’s sustainability strategy and overseeing 

Heathrow’s relationships with local stakeholders.  

Becky leads a team of issue experts and engagement professionals 

working across the business with all key stakeholder groups to 

deliver the airport’s ambitious commitments to the local community 

and environment.  

 

Becky works closely with community, business and government 

stakeholders in the UK, Europe and internationally. Over the last 12 

months Becky was responsible for overseeing Heathrow’s support to 

communities through the pandemic, including the creation of the 

Heathrow Local Recovery Plan – a unique local collaboration with 

partners to support sub-regional economic recovery. Becky 

represents Heathrow at community forums and key industry groups 

including Airports Council International Europe where she helped 

create a European-wide Sustainability Strategy for airports. She is a 

member of the Board of West London Business.  

 
With over 20 years’ experience in corporate sustainability, Becky 

previously led global home improvement retailer Kingfisher’s ground-

breaking sustainability strategy, Net Positive, where she worked with 

operating companies across Europe and Asia. As a consultant Becky 

advised FTSE 100 companies on sustainability and environment 

issues, including BMW, Sainsbury’s, Skanska, Balfour Beatty, 

Barclays and Nationwide Building Society.  

 

  



Suzanne Rankin 

CEO of Ashford & St Peters 

Hospital 

 

 

Suzanne joined Ashford and St. Peter’s in December 2010 as the 

Chief Nurse before securing the post of Chief Executive in 

September 2014. 

Prior to joining the Trust, she held the post of Deputy Chief Nurse for 

NHS South Central where she worked across the region in the 

implementation of the Nursing and Midwifery Strategy as well as 

many clinical quality improvement and assurance initiatives. 

Prior to that, Suzanne’s nursing and management career was 

exclusively with the Royal Navy and included deployment during the 

1990 Gulf War; a spell as Senior Nursing Officer at NATO HQ Lisbon 

and deployment to both Iraq and Afghanistan. Her final post with the 

Royal Navy was within the Surgeon General’s Department at the 

Ministry of Defence. 

 

Since appointment to the role of Chief Executive in 2014 Suzanne 

has focused on creating the “right culture” with Team ASPH enabling 

the delivery of the highest quality care and treatment. Suzanne and 

her team launched a new strategy for the organisation in 2018 the 

delivery of which is centred on a major transformation programme. 

The transformation of ASPH is orientated around 5 strategic 

initiatives which will require innovation, digitisation, standardisation 

and a focus on people and collaboration in order to be successful. 

Most recently as part of the national response to the COVIID 19 

Pandemic Suzanne was deployed in March 2020 to the Nightingale 

Hospital Programme and subsequently appointed to NHS Test and 

Trace as the National Director for C19 Containment prior to returning 

to the Trust in October. 

  

Stephen J Jones 

International Trade Adviser for 

DIT 

 

 
 

Stephen Jones joined DIT as an International Trade Adviser in July 

2015. Stephen has a 30 year record of international general 

management achievement in pharmaceuticals, consumer healthcare 

and medical devices with companies including GlaxoSmithKline and 

Johnson & Johnson. 

For fifteen years he worked as an interim Manager with Life Sciences 

internationally. He has extensive experience and achievement in 

Europe, Africa, the Middle and Far East. 

His most recent role was as head of international business at Bio 

Products Laboratory where he led a high performance international 

team developing £80 million in annual revenues across 40 countries 

over three years. 

  



Professor Roberto La Ragione 

Head of the Department of 

Pathology and Infectious 

Diseases and Deputy Head of 

School 

University of Surrey  

 

 

Professor of veterinary microbiology and pathology, School of 

Veterinary Medicine. 

 

Roberto graduated in 1995 and then went on to study for a post 

graduate degree in veterinary microbiology at the Royal Veterinary 

College (University of London). In 1996 he moved to the government 

Veterinary Laboratories Agency to undertake a PhD on the 

pathogenesis of E. coli in poultry. On completion of his PhD he 

commenced a post-doctoral position at Royal Holloway (University of 

London), studying E. coli virulence factors and vaccine development.  

 

In 2005 Roberto was appointed head of pathogenesis and control at 

the AHVLA and in 2010 he was appointed Professor of Veterinary 

Microbiology and Pathology at the University of Surrey.  Roberto 

gained the FRCPath in 2010 and in 2012 was appointed the Associate 

Dean for Veterinary Strategy in the new School of Veterinary Medicine 

at the University of Surrey. In 2014 he established the Surrey 

Veterinary Pathology Centre and was the Director until 2020. He is 

currently the Head of Pathology and Infectious Diseases and Deputy 

Head of the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Surrey.  

Roberto is the current Chair of the Royal College of Pathologists 

Veterinary Pathology Specialty Advisory Committee, Chair of the 

Humanimal Trust, a member of the APHA science advisory board and 

a member of the Houghton Trust. Roberto is the past president of the 

Med-Vet-Net Association and the Veterinary Research Club. Roberto 

is an Associate member of the European College of Veterinary 

Microbiology (AECVM). In 2020 he was awarded Honorary 

Associateship of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 

(HonAssocRCVS). 

 

Jenny Ritchie 

Senior Business Manager, 

Enterprise Programmes, 

University of Surrey 

 

 

Jenny has over seven years’ experience working in knowledge 

exchange and she currently leads the University of Surrey’s 

Business Enterprise Programmes team within the Innovation 

Directorate. Jenny and her team help businesses, in particular 

SMEs, to innovate and grow by enabling them to access the 

University’s knowledge, technology and skills to develop 

collaborations and apply for funding. Jenny and the team connect 

businesses and academics, facilitate workshops and meetings, 

review options for collaboration and help to prepare joint funding 

applications to the portfolio of Enterprise Programmes, including: 

SME Innovation Vouchers, Innovate UK Smart grants, Knowledge 

Transfer Partnership projects and SPRINT projects. The portfolio 

also includes: the Interreg North West Europe Blockstart project, 

providing training and support to SMEs in agritech, medtech, supply 

chains and logistics to understand block chain technology and 

evaluate how the technology may be applied to support innovation, 

grow their business, and overcome common data transaction 

challenges; and the Health Technology Accelerator programme, led 

by Surrey and Borders Partnership, supported by a capital 

investment from the EM3 LEP, the new facility based at the 



University of Surrey will support SMEs to develop products, services 

and processes which are designed to meet patient needs and which 

can be fast tracked into the NHS as well as health and social care 

markets. Jenny and her team work closely alongside the 

SETsquared Surrey business incubator, the Strategic Partnerships 

team and Technology Transfer Office at the University of Surrey.  

 

Mark Pearson 

Head of Knowledge Exchange 

and Enterprise, at Royal 

Holloway, University of London. 

 

 

Leading the team to increase interaction with Industry, building new 

partnerships to support the development of new research 

collaborations, and accelerate knowledge exchange through the 

commercialisation of research outcomes.  He has significant 

leadership experience as an NGO chief executive, managing director 

and non-executive director across the private, public and not-for-

profit sectors. He has led multi-disciplined organisations, working 

across complex geographies and places; managing highly-motivated 

entrepreneurial teams, board directors and business champions, to 

make a difference and make things happen. 

 

 

Greg Melly 

Special Advisor to the Vice 

Chancellor of the University of 

Surrey and CEO of Blackwell 

Park Ltd.   

 

 

 

His previous roles at the University have been as Senior Vice-

President, where he managed the operational, knowledge exchange 

and commercial portfolios of the University. 

 

The strategic thread of Greg’s role is around building the University’s 

engagement with civil and civic society and lifting the University’s 

reputation as an anchor institution, delivering impact, growth and 

social benefit locally as well as nationally. He is keenly interested in 

economic and social development, place-making and the 

environment and is heading up the University’s major infrastructure 

and development project in the west of Guildford, Blackwell Park. 

 

Greg worked in mainland Europe in the satellite industry before 

joining the University, where he has delivered business efficiency 

initiatives, large-scale capital and transformational programmes 

including the sale of spinout company SSTL to Airbus, the formation 

of Surrey Sports Park, various university spin outs and start-ups and 

the University’s strategic alliance with the National Physical 

Laboratory. 

 

 

 


