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E Welcome to the Central South – the UK’s 
global gateway

Working together to ensure that 
we are future ready, regenerating 
sustainably to protect the 
environment, heritage and history 
that defines us. You will see in 
the articles from our partners 
throughout this publication the 
passion and expertise that they 
share for our region – a place where 
residents, companies and investors 
enjoy an exceptional quality of life in 
one of the best climates in the UK.

The Central South UK is future 
ready – be part of our future

As Group Chief Executive of 
Business South, the independent 
representative of businesses in 
the Central South of the UK, it is 
my job and responsibility to extoll 
to you the virtues of our wonderful 
and unique location in the South 
of England. I do this, not just 
from a business and practical 
perspective, but also from a human 
perspective, as a resident of the 
region who is proud to come from 
a place that is environmentally 
beautiful, economically dynamic, 
and has an innovative energy and 
robust solidarity.

You will find throughout our 
Prosper magazine, practical and 
economic examples of why the 
Central South is an excellent place 
from which to do business. From 
our superb transport connections 
to our sector strengths, along with 
exciting development projects 
and international regeneration 
opportunities. But it is the human 
elements that make our region 
one that you can truly connect 
with. The Central South is working 
in unanimity to make not just 
the individual businesses, but 
the whole economy a success. 
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The Central South contributes 
over £115bn to the UK economy.

“Sitting at the heart of the 
Central South, Hampshire 
is one of the most beautiful 
places in the UK and regularly 
appears top in best places 
to live surveys. An unrivalled, 
internationally competitive 
economic powerhouse in its 
own right, incorporating key 
sectors such as aerospace and 
marine, and the operations of 
major global players such as 
BAE Systems, IBM, Exxon Mobil, 
Zurich and Gulfstream.”

Richard Kenny
Deputy Executive Director of Economy, 
Transport and Environment,

Hampshire County Council

CentralSouth.co.uk

Leigh-Sara Timberlake
Group Chief Executive, Business South

PROSPER and Central South are delivered by Business South

© Farnborough Airport
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D As we emerge from the pandemic, the question on 

everyone’s mind is what will be the legacy of Covid-19 
and what will the UK’s economic and social recovery look 
like? In many ways the shape of things to come and the 
tremendous opportunities that lie ahead, can be seen 
already in the dynamism of the Central South.
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The way our unique region has 
adapted in the past two years proves 
just how resilient and innovative we 
can be. We have experienced rapid 
and unprecedented change, but 
business has continued, and is thriving 
in many sectors.

Take development for example – after 
stuttering at the start of the pandemic, 
it has come back strongly. However, 
many schemes are now subtly different 
to those proposed before Covid-19. A 
primary change is that projects which 
were retail-led, often now have a 
greater element of residential and we 
are creatively looking to reconfigure our 
town centres to reflect the changing way 
that we live, work, shop, and socialise.

And perhaps it’s the 
opportunities that exist for 
socialising and leisure which 
makes the Central South so 
appealing to many. The region is 
not just a smart place to invest, 
it is an attractive place to invest. 
There is an excellent quality of 
life with two national parks, 
historic and vibrant cities, iconic 
stretches of waterfront, and the 
warmest climate in England.

It is also well connected, with 
excellent transport links by air, 
sea, road, and rail, and easy access 
to London. It truly is the UK’s global 
gateway, a place of innovation, skills, 
and enterprise, especially in the marine 
and aviation sectors.

Above all, we have a fabulous 
marine environment which 
encompasses the naval heritage 
of Portsmouth, the premier 
container port in Southampton 
and the beaches and holiday 
locations of Bournemouth and 
the Isle of Wight. 

As a result, Central South is a 
vibrant region that is playing 
its part in leading UK economic 
recovery. If it has a weakness, 
it is perhaps a reluctance to 
boast about our successes 
on the international stage.

Our region is arguably the UK’s 
best kept secret, so to provide 
the area with a new platform 
to showcase our qualities and 
ambitions, BECG has recently 
launched the Talking Central South 
portal, talkingcentralsouth.com.

For the first time, all the essential 
facts and information about our 
region are available in one central 
place. The portal allows the region 
to speak with one voice, have a 
clear identity, and enables potential 
investors to find out more about this 
unique area.

We should be very proud of what 
the Central South has to offer, and 
with the economic recovery already 
underway, it is the perfect time for 
investors to discover the UK’s best 
kept secret. CentralSouth.co.uk
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The UK is the world’s fifth largest economy. It offers 
a robust, business-friendly environment to reliably 
expand, trade and invest.

The Central South is located on the south coast of the 
UK, less than one hour from London. A global gateway 
with vibrant waterfront cities and rich heritage, 
surrounded by remarkable nature and coastline.
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HAMPSHIRE

SURREY

THE SOLENT

Basingstoke

Home to global brands like 
Sony, Barclays, De La Rue 
and Virgin Media and more 
than 6,000 businesses. 
30 minutes from the M25 
London Orbital Motorway 
and 45 minutes from 
Heathrow Airport.

Andover

One of the most sought-
after logistics locations 
in the UK and home 
to some well-known 
established brands 
including Co-operative 
Group, Rich Products, 
Stannah and Twinings.

Farnborough

Aerospace cluster and 
heritage - major companies 
include BAE Systems, Airbus, 
QinetiQ and Fluor. Home 
to the most modern and 
efficient business aviation 
airport in Europe. 34 minutes 
from London by train. 
Europe’s largest aviation 
trade show, the Farnborough 
International Airshow, takes 
place biannually.

Chichester

Cathedral city 
located at the 
foot of the South 
Downs National 
Park. The University 
of Chichester has 
specialisms including 
Humanities, Sport, 
Musical Theatre 
and Education.

South Downs National Park

Confirmed as a National Park in 2009, the 
stunning landscape of the South Downs 
stretches from Winchester and Petersfield 
in Hampshire to Eastbourne in East Sussex.

Winchester

County town of Hampshire 
and historic capital of England. 
Visitor attractions include the 
Great Hall and Winchester 
Cathedral. Excellent 
connectivity to London. High-
profile employers including 
Arqiva, Simplyhealth, IBM, 
HSBC, NATS and Zurich. 

West Sussex

One of the UK’s most 
diverse counties, West 
Sussex covers both coast 
and the South Downs 
National Park. The county 
has an exceptional blend of 
innovative, international and 
national companies.

Portsmouth

Proud home of the Royal 
Navy, an historic maritime 
city and in 2020, the UK’s 
most entrepreneurial city. 
Portsmouth is undergoing 
a multibillion-pound 
transformation programme 
positioning the city as a 
globally significant hub 
for innovation, technology 
and creativity.

Southampton

Major commercial centre 
for the Central South with a 
strong maritime heritage. 3rd 
highest-ranking city for good 
growth in the UK. Home to 
Southampton International 
Airport and the Port of 
Southampton - the UK’s 
number one vehicle handling 
port, Europe’s leading 
turnaround cruise port and 
the UK’s most productive 
container port.

Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole

The UK’s newest coastal city 
region. Primed as the gateway 
to the Central South and 
South West, the city region 
boasts an international airport, 
Europe’s largest natural harbour 
serving the Port of Poole with 
growing freight and passenger 
capabilities, 5G ground-breaking 
smart place technology to 
support new and emerging 
business, and a portfolio of 
exemplar sectors including 
financial services, med-tech, 
advanced engineering, and 
manufacturing. A place where 
innovation and modernity meets 
culture and heritage. This is the 
coastline of opportunity.

New Forest National Park

Once a royal hunting ground 
for William the Conqueror, 
the New Forest National Park 
covers an area of 566 square 
kilometres and is made up 
of vast tracts of unspoilt 
woodland, heathland and river 
valleys with deer, ponies and 
cattle roaming free.

Isle of Wight

Largest island in 
England. Location 
of the Isle of Wight 
Festival and Cowes 
Week and home 
to wind turbine 
manufacturer Vestas.
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The Central South has two of its own international airports at 
Southampton and Bournemouth and Europe’s leading business 
airport located at Farnborough. The region has easy access to 
London’s airports with connections to all international terminals at 
Heathrow from just 30 minutes away and Gatwick 1 hour.

Direct flights to and from Southampton Airport include: 
Amsterdam, Berlin, Glasgow and Nice. Direct flights to and from 
Bournemouth Airport include: Geneva, Dublin, Faro and Alicante. 

2 major motorways connect the Central South by road, the M3 to 
London and the M27 connecting Portsmouth and Southampton.

The Central South is the UK’s 
global gateway – connected 
by road, rail, air and sea.

There are direct sea ferry connections to Europe from Portsmouth and 
Poole. Portsmouth International Port is Britain’s best connected and 
most successful municipal port with excellent motorway access. The 
Port of Southampton is the UK’s number one vehicle handling port, 
Europe’s leading turnaround cruise port and the UK’s most productive 
container port.
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Guildford 32 minutes

Farnborough 34 minutes

Basingstoke 43 minutes

Winchester 58 minutes

TIMES TO 
CENTRAL 
LONDON
BY RAIL

Southampton 1 hour 8 minutes

Portsmouth 1 hour 15 minutes

Bournemouth 1 hour 42 minutes
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Portsmouth International Port © Brittany Ferries

© Farnborough Airport

Port of Southampton © Southampton City Council
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Global 
corporations 
located in the 
Central South 
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Gulfstream

BAE Systems

Airbus 

NATS 

Boeing Defence

Lockheed Martin 

GE Aviation

Pall Europe LTD

GKN

H&S Aviation

AEROSPACE 
& DEFENCE

L3Harris

ABP

DP World 

Carnival

Red Funnel 

Wärtsilä

Griffon Hoverwork 

QinetiQ

Babcock International

MARINE & 
MARITIME  

IBM

Sony 

Garmin 

Ordnance Survey

Arqiva

Bell Microsystems

City Technology

Electronic Arts

Shepperton Studios

DIGITAL MEDIA 
& COMMUNI-
CATIONS

Zurich

HSBC Bank

JP Morgan

Discover Financial Solutions

Quilter 

De La Rue 

Starling Bank

Allianz

ESure

Marker Study

FINANCE & 
INSURANCE 

With thanks to the Economic 
Development team at Hampshire 
County Council for provision of 
background economic research.

© NATS Swanwick Centre

P
ro

sp
er

 M
ag

az
in

e 
 | 

 Is
su

e 
3

CentralSouth.co.uk



12 13

The Central South 
is home to over 
79,000 students, 
6 universities and 
several worldclass 
research centres. 
We have the human 
skills and research 
technology of 
the future.
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University of Portsmouth © All Rights Reserved Helen Yates 

University of Winchester © University of Winchester

“As one of the region’s largest 
employers, employing over 
1200 people, many who live 
within the Central South 
region, it’s important to us that 
the majority of our workforce 
are from the local area and 
that we, our staff and their 
families feel part of the local 
community. We’re working 
hard to create a positive 
and productive working 
environment; an workplace 
that’s inclusive and flexible 
so our people can bring their 
whole & best selves to work.”

Jo Phillips
Chief People Officer, Carnival UK

University of Southampton

Ranked as one of the leading 
maritime and engineering 
universities in the UK. The 
University’s National Oceanography 
Centre, Southampton Marine and 
Maritime Institute (SMMI) and 
Boldrewood Innovation Campus, 
are at the forefront of global 
marine and maritime innovation.

University of Portsmouth

In 2019/20 the University of 
Portsmouth contributed £658M 
GVA and 8,800 jobs to the Solent 
region. It attracts 31,000 students 
and is rated Gold for teaching 
excellence. The University excels 
in research areas from cosmology 
and astrophysics to cyber security, 
forensics and plastics. 94% of 
graduates are in work and/or 
further study.

Bournemouth University

More than 19,000 students and 
ranked as one of the top 200 
young universities in the world.

University of Winchester

Specialising in Arts, Business, Law, 
Education, Health, Humanities and 
Social Sciences. Shortlisted for 
University of The Year 2017.

Solent University

Located in Southampton, known 
for its strong business, technology, 
media arts and music, and maritime 
courses. The University’s Warsash 
Academy provides first class 
training, consultancy and research 
to the maritime industry worldwide.

University of Chichester

The University of Chichester 
is located in West Sussex with 
campuses in the city of Chichester, 
the nearby coastal resort of Bognor 
Regis and an associate campus for 
commercial music on the Isle of 
Wight. The University’s specialisms 
include: Humanities, Sport, Musical 
Theatre and Education.
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Internationally renowned as the home of ocean 
sailing and the UK’s gateway to the world, the 
Solent sits at the centre of the South Coast of the 
UK, just 110km from London. A bustling mecca of 
industry, commerce, and innovation, surrounded by 
an outstanding natural environment, the Solent is 
the perfect investment location. The Solent is both 
welcoming and cosmopolitan.

Our flourishing port cities of Portsmouth and Southampton are steeped 
in unrivalled maritime history, with the area home to HMS Victory, the 
Mary Rose, and, of course, the most famous maritime event of all time - 
the Titanic.

The Solent has 340 miles of coastline, including the iconic Needles, 
three islands and three peninsulas, three major international gateway 
ports, world-leading research and training institutions, and exceptional 
connectivity. All of this drives a powerful £31bn economy, including a 
£5.8bn maritime economy, making the Solent a leading global marine 
and maritime economy.

To ensure the Solent’s array of maritime assets are harnessed and 
promoted, and that the area continues to be at the forefront of 
pioneering developments in the sector, the Solent Local Enterprise 
Partnership (LEP) has established a business-led body – Maritime UK 
Solent to champion the Solent as the leading maritime cluster, enhance 
the value proposition for existing and new maritime businesses, and 
develop international links. It brings the sector together through regular 
events to improve integration, exchange knowledge and supply chain 
links, helping to shape the future direction of the sector and cement the 
Solent’s world-leading maritime position on the global stage. 

The region is home to the New Forest, one of the largest remaining 
tracts of unenclosed pastureland, heathland and forest in Southern 
England, and the Isle of Wight Biosphere. The Isle of Wight sits in the 
English Channel, between two and five miles off the coast and is 
separated by the short stretch of water from which the region takes 
its name: the Solent. The New Forest and Isle of Wight are significant 
tourist destinations both for domestic and foreign travellers, which, 
coupled with the distinctive retail and cultural offers of Southampton 
and Portsmouth provide an exceptionally high quality of life.  

The area is future facing, having set itself ambitious targets to reduce 
carbon, and to ensure that our young people have opportunities to 
develop the skills needed to power a green industrial revolution. The 
Solent is unique, it is connected, and it is future ready.

solentlep.org.uk/muksolent/

CentralSouth.co.uk
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SOLENT FREEPORT
The Solent has long been the UK’s global gateway, benefitting from 
a natural geographic advantage that sets it apart from any other UK 
region, whilst also benefiting from exceptional connectivity by rail, 
highway and air. The Solent is in the strongest possible position to 
expand the UK’s trade with new markets following Brexit, providing UK 
businesses with the closest direct access to over 70 ports globally, with 
£77.5 billion worth of goods already passing through, including £42.8 
billion worth of exports, every year.

© ABP Southampton

While the Solent economy’s core strength is its 
maritime sector, driven by two port cities and an 
unparalleled aggregation of maritime assets, the 
area also boasts several other growth areas such 
as advanced manufacturing, aerospace, digital 
and computer science, and is now seeing a surge 
of green industries choosing to base themselves 
here. There are long established relationships 
with our three universities and world-class 
research centres, with a proven track record of 
working with the private sector to bring forward 
and commercialise innovation.

A core ambition for the Solent Freeport is to 
secure jobs in green industries and to fuel a 
pipeline of talent developed within the Solent 
Freeport Green Growth Institute (SFGGI) - 
providing a centre of excellence in green skills 
and jobs. The Solent has significant pedigree in 
green growth and decarbonisation, and through 
links with the region’s universities and a host of 
national research assets, Solent Freeport will 
catalyse an innovation revolution in maritime, 
autonomy and green growth.

Solent Freeport includes three tax sites at 
Southampton Water, Navigator Quarter (at 
Southampton International Airport), and 
Dunsbury Park, as well as customs sites at 
Marchwood, Southampton, and Portsmouth. 
With a range of valuable tax reliefs designed to 
attract investment, seed funding to strengthen 
infrastructure, and the ability to retain business 

rates growth for reinvestment within activity, the 
Solent Freeport’s tax sites are already attracting 
significant investor interest.

The Solent sits within an outstanding natural 
environment of stunning countryside and 
coastline. Those living and working in the region 
benefit from its unique natural geography, 
renowned heritage and forward-thinking culture. 
The Solent Freeport is the ideal location to build 
back better and greener, where innovation and 
creativity is fostered, and where businesses 
can take full advantage of the opportunities 
presented at the nation’s gateway to the world.

Solentfreeport.com

@Southampton Airport

Aerial view of Portsmouth
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upcoming projects is the redevelopment 
of a former oil-fired power station in 
Fawley, Hampshire into a thriving new 
residential and waterside community.

Fawley Waterside will be ~4m sq. ft., ~£2bn GDV new 
town integrating a science & technology park.

The mixed-use scheme will offer: 

• ~2m sq. ft. residential space across 1,500+ homes.

• up to ~2m of commercial space for ~5,000 workers.

It comprises multiple revenue streams including private 
sale, affordable housing, PRS, office, industrial, retail, 
marina, and a hotel, all within Europe’s first net-zero 
smart town.

Located in one of only eight Freeports, it will offer firms 
extremely generous tax breaks.

The development is set in the New Forest National Park 
on 3km of pristine coastline, besides the thriving economic 
hub of Southampton and the Solent, one of Europe’s 
premier leisure waterways. It will offer a post-COVID 
lifestyle focused on placemaking, beauty, wellbeing,  
and ESG.

At the end of the business plan, investors will own a  
~2m sq. ft. innovation campus and ~300k sq. ft. of long-
term residential assets in one of the most desirable 
locations in South England.

The scheme is supported by strong macro fundaments 
including a flourishing local economy; marine, life sciences, 
& tech clusters; and an undersupplied property market.

The project is sponsored by Long Harbour, an 
award-winning investment manager and developer 
headquartered in London. The firm was established in 
2009 to bridge the gap between illiquid asset classes and 
institutional investors seeking to deploy capital in long-
term, income-generating assets.

Outline planning permission for the 142-hectare site was 
awarded in 2020.

fawleywaterside.co.uk

Aerial of Fawley Waterside Site © High Level Photography

Fawley Waterside Dock CGI

Fawley Waterside Watercolour © Chris Draper
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Sitting at Europe's Top Table

Portsmouth is one of the best-connected 
cities in Europe, served by excellent road and 
rail links and a busy international ferry port 
with frequent services to France and Spain. 
The port now has space for 270-metre cruise 
ships and has Viking and Virgin cruise liners.

With a population of 215,000 people, the city 
is home to 8,250 businesses including global 
heavyweights Airbus Defence and Space, 
Babcock, BAE Systems, Capita, IBM, Pall 
Europe, QinetiQ and Wartsila. 

Portsmouth was awarded most 
entrepreneurial city in the UK in 2020 and 
1,970 new firms were established in the city 
in the last year.

Portsmouth is a top 25 GVA capital city in the 
UK. Last year 4,000 new jobs were created 
in the city. Portsmouth’s GVA has reached 
£6.2bn. GVA grew by 3.6% last year - the 
fastest rate for any city in the south of the UK.

The dynamic and vibrant coastal 
city of Portsmouth is situated 
in the most prosperous region 
of the UK – just 70 miles from 
London and 90 minutes from 
Gatwick and Heathrow airports. 

PORTSMOUTH: 
THE GREAT 
WATERFRONT 
CITY

The city is the proud home of the Royal Navy 
and is a historic maritime city steeped in 
heritage. Portsmouth is also fiercely ambitious 
and forward-thinking with a multibillion-pound 
transformation programme already underway 
that is positioning the city as a globally 
significant hub for innovation, technology 
and creativity.

In the International Spotlight

With a world-famous naval 
heritage, towering world-
class visitor attractions, 
unique shopping destinations, 
great places to eat and 
drink and miles of beautiful 
waterfront, Portsmouth was 
in the international spotlight 
even before the D-Day 
75 commemorations that 
attracted worldwide coverage 
and global acclaim last year. 

World leaders and royalty 
attended D-Day 75; boosting 
Portsmouth’s already 
burgeoning reputation for 
hosting high-profile events, 
including the America’s Cup 
World Series and Victorious 
festival, which is fast growing 
into one of the UK’s most 
successful music events.

The city’s creative and 
visitor economy employs 
12,000 people and has grown 
by 10% per year since 2010. 
First-class museums and 
galleries include the D-Day 
Story - which was shortlisted 
for the European Museum of 
the Year award after reopening 
last year following an

£8m redevelopment, and top 
visitor attraction the Mary Rose 
Museum - Henry VIII’s flagship 
which contains more than 50% 
of Tudor artefacts in existence. 

Portsmouth aspires to be a 
carbon-neutral city by 2030 and 
is the largest investor in rooftop 
solar power of any UK council.

20 21

A Global Marine 
and Maritime Hub

Portsmouth Naval Base is 
home to the UK’s brand new 
£6.2bn aircraft carriers and 
two thirds of the Royal Navy 
surface fleet and supports 
20,000 jobs, generating £1.6bn 
of GVA. 

Following the successful 
hosting of the America’s Cup 
World Series in 2015 and 2017, 
Portsmouth is now home to 
BAR Technologies and the 
home of Maritime Innovation 
in the Central South. The 
Council’s determination to 
help businesses to grow and 
thrive was recognised when 
awarded FSB’s Most Business 
Friendly Council award in 2019.

Portsmouth by night 
© Shaun Roster photography

Emirates Spinnaker Tower 
© Portsmouth City Council

Mary Rose © Portsmouth City Council



Lakeside North Harbour © Portsmouth City Council

Tipner West

At Tipner West the city is 
driving forward ambitious plans 
for a unique and innovative 
development that makes the 
most of the city’s location, 
heritage and skills. A leading 
marine employment hub 
will create work and training 
opportunities for local people, 
drive investment into the city, 
and reinforce Portsmouth’s 
place in the heart of the Solent 
maritime economy. The 
opportunity for new homes 
and critical infrastructure that 
improves connectivity are also 
key to the regeneration of this 
area as it becomes the new 
gateway to Portsea Island.

Dunsbury Park - a new 
Business Gateway to 
the South

Dunsbury Park is an award-
winning business park next 
to junction 3 of the A3(M) 
on the London/Solent 
corridor. Thousands of new 
jobs will be created at this 
unique, natural parkland site. 
Dunsbury is already home 
to the global headquarters 
of outdoor lifestyle clothing 
brand Fat Face, BioPure 
international manufacturer 
of biopharmaceuticals, 
international logistics giant 
DPD and Volkswagen specialists 
Breeze Motor Group. The 
£140m+ project across 45 
acres will deliver: units from 
20,000 sq ft to 200,000 sq ft 
and planning permission for 
665,000 sq ft of manufacturing, 
industrial, distribution and 
office space. The whole site has 
been levelled and is served by a 
link road, superfast broadband 
and 9MVA power.

Dunsbury Park is one of the 
three designated tax sites in 
the Solent Freeport which 
will benefit from financial 
incentives for businesses. 
The Solent Freeport is one of 
eight designated Freeports 
in England announced by the 
Government. It will create 
26,000 new jobs and £2bn 
across the Solent over the 
next 25 years.

dunsburypark.co.uk

The business location 
of choice

Portsmouth is in the top 
10 cities in the UK for the 
percentage of the population 
with access to superfast 
broadband via our full-fibre 
network.  

The city is also developing high 
quality private sector rental 
properties through Ravelin 
Housing, an arm’s length 
company set up by the Council.  
By building and managing 
quality accommodation in the 
heart of the city on under-
utilised brownfield land and 
improving the surrounding 
public realm, the Council 
believe that highly qualified 
professionals will want 
to live within walking or 
cycling distance of the office, 
laboratory, or facility.

Lakeside North Harbour

The south coast’s premier 
business campus set in 
stunning 130-acre landscaped 
grounds; Portsmouth City 
Council acquired Lakeside in 
2019 for £138m as part of one of 
the UK’s most ambitious local 
government-funded property 
investment portfolios.

Lakeside is home to world 
class brands and vibrant 
SMEs located in superb, 
flexible grade A office space. 
Conveniently located on J12 of 
the M27 Lakeside is home to 
55 companies and 4,000 jobs 
on one campus with 60,000 sq 
m of grade A office space and 
data centre, offices available 
from 115 sq m to 7,000 sq m 
and planning permission for a 
further 69,000 sq m.

lakesidenorthharbour.com

The city also boasts premier 
industrial, distribution and 
warehouse locations including:

• Voyager Park with 46,500 sq m 
of modern employment space.

• Merlin Park with new units 
from 850 sq m to 12,950 sq m 
and with planning permission 
for around 15,000 sq m of 
industrial, warehouse, office 
or research and development 
uses.

• 5 Interchange Park providing 
brand new industrial 
headquarters accommodation 
of 3,000 sq m on the market 
at only £10.50 per sq ft.

Portsmouth also offers 
excellent innovation and 
business incubation space 
across the city in first-class 
centres ranging from the quirky 
Hot Walls Studios, Port 57 and 
Aspex Gallery through to the 
University of Portsmouth’s 
Innovation Space for university 
spin-outs and the iconic 
Technopole, which is ideally 
suited to high growth tech 
businesses.

Be part of the Portsmouth 
story and find out more at 
investportsmouth.co.uk

Portsmouth’s multi-million-pound development schemes will boost 
the local economy by putting a strong sense of place at the heart of 
the modernisation and improvement of the city, enabling people to 
thrive, health and wellbeing to improve and productivity to increase.

FUTURE CITIES:
PORTSMOUTH’S VISION FOR 
TRANSFORMATIONAL CHANGE

The city’s Economic Development and Regeneration 
Strategy 2019-36 will ‘make Portsmouth Britain’s premier 
waterfront technology and innovation city’. The Strategy will 
deliver more than 17,000 new homes and 7,000 new jobs.

Portsmouth’s award-winning, multi-disciplinary delivery 
teams are currently working on the major projects 
outlined below:

Securing the long-term future of the city centre

As part of our £1bn+ regeneration programme, a team will 
be delivering an ambitious and sustainable development 
at the northern aspect of the city centre. The exciting 
creation of an urban park will act as a multi-functional 
green space, connecting communities, prioritising greener 
travel, and supporting the local economy. It will also 
provide a more biodiverse, safe, and spacious environment 
to support the development of c.2,300 homes*, in addition 
to commercial, leisure and community development. 
This forward-thinking development will provide new and 
existing communities with better access to cultural and 
leisure activities, and proximity to facilities within the city 
centre. There will be a strong focus on sustainability, from 
travel and the environment to energy and waste. 

Other innovative and joined-up initiatives throughout 
the city centre include, remodelling the current high 
street and significantly improving public transport. All 
regeneration projects within the city centre are aligned 
with the desired outcomes of the ‘Imagine 2040 
City Vision’, created by approximately 2,500 people, 
representing residents, businesses and organisations 
who live and work in Portsmouth. These outcomes 
include being a green city with easy travel.

*Projected data accurate as of December 2021.
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Tipner West © Portsmouth City Council

Dunsbury Park © Portsmouth City Council
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The Future – Getting Southampton Moving

Southampton, located on the South Coast 
of England and just 75 miles from London, is 
recognised as a city full of opportunities and 
is the leading container and cruise port in the 
UK. PwC’s Good Growth for Cities 2020 index 
places Southampton in the top three cities in 
England in terms of growth. This strength has 
enabled the city to establish an outstanding 
reputation as a great place to do business and has 
attracted nationally and internationally significant 
businesses, including a world-class university.

Southampton City Council is currently developing 
ambitious regeneration plans for the city including 
a scheme for the central business district 
surrounding Southampton Central railway station 
which will enhance public transport for the entire 
city and bring forward new city centre homes.

Southampton will also benefit from a 
transformation of the unique waterfront 
which will attract visitors through world-class 
public realm and improved connectivity to the 
city centre. Southampton’s waterfront will 
also benefit from a multi-million pound flood 

alleviation scheme along the River Itchen, enabling 
even further development opportunities. 

Investment opportunities include: 

• Over £100 million to transform transportation 
across the city.

• £70 million on River Itchen Flood Alleviation 
Scheme which will open up development 
opportunities.

• Over £1 billion of development opportunities in 
the city centre.

• £300 million of development at Leisureworld 
(est. 1,000 jobs).

• £500,000 investment in people, employment 
and skills (including a unique DWP partnership).

• Southampton is one of 20 cities in the UK with 
accelerated housing growth targets. The 35% 
uplift means Southampton is forecast to deliver 
over 26,000 new homes by 2040. To deliver 
this, Southampton City Council is working with 
housing associations and developers to increase 
the pace of delivery and enable more housing 
supply and affordable homes including shared 
ownership. 33 new sites representing over 
135 acres of land submitted by residents and 
businesses in two recent ‘Call for Sites’ exercises, 
helping to inform site allocations for the new 
Local Plan.

• £57 million investment in the Hampshire wide 
Transforming Cities Fund programme.

We’re investing in infrastructure, skills and 
innovation to support Southampton’s long-term 
economic growth, low carbon agenda and our 
plan to restore and renew our city as a safer and 
more prosperous place.

investinsouthampton.co.uk
@investinsoton
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DID YOU KNOW?

Southampton, located on the South Coast of the UK, 
has outstanding rail, road and air links and global 
maritime connections.

The Solent Freeport bid is one of eight shortlisted by the 
Government which has the potential to attract £2 billion 
investment, create 52,000 jobs and support the UK’s 
aspirations of becoming a global Britain.

The Port of Southampton is the UK’s number one cruise 
port, welcoming on average over two million passengers 
each year. The Port also contributes £1 billion to the UK 
economy in a typical year. A fifth green cruise terminal was 
introduced in 2021.

Southampton has two universities with a student population 
of 46,000.

The University of Southampton is a founder member of 
the Russell Group of research-intensive universities, has 
worked on prominent COVID-19 research projects and is 
now ranked 77th in the QS World University Rankings 2022. 
Solent University specialises in business, the creative sector, 
sport and marine studies. Their maritime courses have been 
ranked among the best in the world.

Southampton has been longlisted as one of eight UK 
locations to become the UK City of Culture 2025. Winning will 
act as a driver for change and growth and would significantly 
boost Southampton’s national and international profile, 
promote jobs, and enhance the city’s cultural sector.

British Airways is now operating out of Southampton 
Airport, flying to over 10 destinations and delivering on their 
commitment to improve connectivity for Southampton. A 
runway extension has also been approved which will help 
to facilitate larger planes.

Southampton International Boat Show typically attracts 
more than 100,000 visitors annually.

Southampton City Council has strong partnerships 
with key local organisations such as Solent LEP, 
GO! Southampton (business improvement district), 
Business South and the Chamber of Commerce.

Aerial view of Southampton © CJB Photography

£55m investment in a new cruise terminal. Photo courtesy of ABP
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The Spitfire Monument will be a dramatic landmark on Southampton’s 
waterfront in Mayflower Park. © The National Spitfire Project Charity
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BARGATE QUARTER

Site Details

This 5-acre site is benefitting from £132m 
investment and will shine a new light on 
Southampton’s significant local history 
and landmarks.

• 519 new homes

• Over 27,000sqft of new commercial space

• New linear park running along the 
medieval walls

LEISURE WORLD 

Site Details

£250m investment 
in 13-acres of 
Southampton’s city 
centre creating improved 
connectivity within a 
vibrant new public realm 
and creating over 1,000 
new jobs.

• 650 new homes

• Two 150-room hotels

• 80 serviced hotel 
apartments

• Modern workspace

• Cinema, casino, leisure, 
food and beverage
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Maritime Gateway © Packaged Living

These three major 
schemes are coming 
forward in Southampton, 
representing over 
22 acres of the city 
centre and over half a 
billion pounds of private 
investment, delivering:

- 2,000 new jobs

-  1,750 new city 
centre homes

-  over 525,000sqft of 
new commercial space

-  major public realm 
and connectivity 
improvements

MARITIME GATEWAY

Site Details

Ideally located opposite Southampton Central train station, the 
green rejuvenations of this 4.8-acre site will transform arrival 
to the city and improve connectivity. 

• 60,000sqft of Grade A office space

• Over 7,000sqft of food, beverage and leisure

• Over 86,000sqft of new public realm

Leisure World site © UBS/Sovereign Centros

Bargate Quarter: ©Tellon Capital 

CentralSouth.co.uk



An innovative multi-billion-pound regeneration programme set to 
transform the UK’s newest city region into a world class coastline of 
opportunity is taking shape across Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole.

An innovative multi-billion-
pound regeneration programme 
set to transform the UK’s newest 
city region into a world class 
coastline of opportunity is taking 
shape across Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole. 

With a catchment population 
of around half a million people 
and an award-winning coastline 
boasting one of Europe’s best 
beaches this “city by the sea” is 
maximising its place potential 
and capitalising on a new 
economic geography in which 
digital working is here to stay 
and quality of life is an ever-
greater driver for people 
and businesses.

FuturePlaces is the local 
authority’s new placemaking 
company bringing a new 
impetus to delivering essential 
infrastructure, public realm and 
design quality to the council’s 
£2.8bn land and property 
portfolio through a patient 
capital approach.

Offering new economic 
opportunities and infrastructure 
developments to those looking 
to shift towards the adoption of 
green and social value criteria 
in investment decision-making, 
FuturePlaces is shifting the 
emphasis from value extraction 
in the short term to value 
creation – economic, social and 
environmental – proving that 
ESG requirements can be met 
at a whole-place level of scale.

At the heart of the company 
is stewardship which seeks 

to align all interests in a place 
at the earliest opportunity. By 
doing so FuturePlaces puts 
placemaking and social value at 
the heart of the development 
and investment process, so that 
by focussing on placemaking 
and design quality, and taking 
a patient approach to returns 
on land value – married with 
the attraction of long-term 
investment – greater financial 
value can be secured in the 
medium and long term. 

Plans include the south west’s 
largest brownfield regeneration 
site at Holes Bay, the Wessex 
Fields Medtech Park and 
proposals to replace the 
Bournemouth International 
Centre with a modern, state 
of the art facility.

Backed by an initial local 
authority investment of 
£2million the wholly owned 
company is boosting the 
region’s regeneration capacity 
to deliver 15,000 new homes 
and develop commercial sites 
that will attract knowledge 
intensive high-tech businesses, 
and enable already established 
companies to grow their 
presence in the city region, 
creating jobs and the region’s 
future prosperity.

Public and private 
development partners 
are being sought to leverage 
the council’s investment 
through collaboration; 
creating joint ventures and 
investment to unlock the city 
region’s huge potential.

South coast and beyond 

The levelling-up agenda throws 
down the gauntlet to the 
property industry to consider 
how it can meet the goal set by 
government on one hand and 
by communities on the other, 
to make better places around 
the UK to the benefit of all, and 
Bournemouth, Christchurch and 
Poole is demonstrating how 
a public sector entity can lead 
the charge in the regeneration 
context. The city region can be 
an example for what can be 
done elsewhere.

bcpfutureplaces.co.uk
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FUTUREPLACES: 
PIONEERING NEW 
PLACEMAKING 
COMPANY DRIVING 
STEWARDSHIP-LED 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
PROPERTY MARKET 
TRANSFORMATION 
ACROSS THE UK’S 
NEWEST CITY REGION

Poole Harbour Bournemouth Pier



retail, knowledge and creative industries, land-based businesses and public 
sector organisations are well served – both in terms of customer profile 
and potential employees. The High Street is flourishing, with vacancy rates 
low and a diverse offer including independent retailers and eateries, well-
known high street brands, celebrity restaurants and a thriving arts and 
cultural programme. Winchester has gained plaudits for the local high-
quality food and drink offer – this industry is supported by a thriving rural 
economy across a district that spans 250 square miles and is a gateway 
to the South Downs National Park. 

To continue supporting and enhancing the long-term prosperity of the city, 
Winchester City Council is exploring ways to revitalise a key gateway to 
the city surrounding Winchester Railway Station. Enhanced by exceptional 
improvements planned for the public realm, which will create a vibrant 
setting, Station Approach will transform the welcome to our city, bringing 
together our shared heritage with state-of-the-art facilities to support 
innovation, community and prosperity. 

Central Winchester is an exciting programme of development that will 
bring positive change to an area of the city centre by delivering a vibrant 
new retail, cultural and heritage setting within an exceptional public 
realm. The newly pedestrian-friendly quarter of Winchester will further 
enrich the distinctive brand for our city by creating a place of cultural and 
social experience, incorporating a network of streets and spaces for the 
enjoyment of residents, workers and visitors.

“As a place to live, work and visit Winchester is second to 
none. While factors such as low crime rates, high average 
earnings and life expectancy, good schools and transport 
links are factored in to recent national accolades, our 
thriving economy is the bedrock that underpins a positive 
outlook for the area. 

We have a clear ambition for our city. Once the capital of 
England, steeped in history and heritage, we are a proud 
cathedral city with an eye on the future. International 
business and global brands already call Winchester their 
home and we are further developing our retail, leisure and 
business offer to attract new investment, bringing jobs and 
opportunity to our fabulous city. Couple this with a highly 
skilled workforce, two universities, high average earnings 
and fast, efficient transport links to London and beyond by 
road or rail, it’s no surprise we feature regularly in best places 
to live surveys– a great past and a bold future – join us.”

Laura Taylor
Chief Executive of Winchester City Council

Winchester has a dynamic and robust economy 
which underpins high living standards for its 
residents and a positive outlook for investors. 
Ranked top in the Royal Mail UK Happiness Index 
of 2019 and featuring regularly in best places to live 
surveys, the city has embarked on an ambitious 
£360m regeneration programme that promises an 
optimistic long-term outlook for local businesses.

30 31

The bustling city centre, famous for its heritage landmarks, unspoilt 
open spaces and vibrant cultural events programme has seen day-
tripper footfall increase dramatically and their spend almost double 
over the last five years. And with 57% of Wintonians possessing a 
degree or equivalent qualification, the area’s professional services, W
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Winchester ® Harvey Mills Photography 2017
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Director at Southampton 
Airport, talks about the 
evolution of connectivity and 
the role the Airport is playing 
in the Central South’s future.

Connectivity has always been important. The ability 
to maintain contact with others is a core element 
of what it means to be human. It is vital that we 
continue to build this.

Opportunity thrives when connectivity is in place 
– developing new frontiers; building trade routes; 
exchanging thoughts and ideas; seeing what exists 
beyond our immediate horizon.

As our evolution has taken us from the agricultural 
to the industrial to the digital age, so our connectivity 
has moved from byway to motorway, from horse 
and cart to high speed rail, from airship to spaceship.

32 33

Regions thrive and grow when 
they have strong connectivity, 
when goods and services can 
travel quickly and effectively 
from place to place.

The Central South is truly well 
connected. Criss-crossed 
by railway lines, bisected by 
motorways and home to 
international airports and sea 
ports, the region is blessed with 
an abundance of connections 
that make it a supremely 
attractive place in which to live 
and do business.

The Central South’s location as 
a frontier with mainland Europe: 
outward-looking yet anchored 
with excellent links to the whole 
of the UK. As the UK seeks its 
future outside the European 
Union, the country’s ability 
to remain connected is more 
important than ever.

On an April day in 1910, just 
seven years after the inaugural 
flight by the Wright Brothers, 
a young man named Edwin 
Moon pulled on his leather 

cap and made history. In his 
homemade aircraft, Moonbeam 
II, he undertook the first ever 
flight at a place that would 
go on to become the longest 
continuously-operational 
airfield in the world – a place 
that was the very origin of 
the word ‘airport’, arising as 
an aeronautical version of 
the thriving seaport a few 
miles away.

These were the historic 
beginnings of what became 
Southampton Airport, today 
a thriving regional airport and 
a hub for the region’s air links 
across the UK and Europe. And 
in the 110 years since that first 

flight the airport has gone from 
strength to strength. Its value 
as an employment zone and 
a contributor to the region’s 
economic growth is secured; 
and plans to expand and 
provide greater choice in 
the years ahead are being 
rapidly progressed.

Our development plans will 
deliver improved connectivity 
and this is crucial as the UK 
looks to the future. We want 
to make our region stronger, 
better, bolder – and great 
connectivity is at the heart 
of that.

southamptonairport.com 

“The Central South’s 
location as a frontier 
with mainland Europe: 
outward-looking 
yet anchored with 
excellent links to the 
whole of the UK.”

Steve Szalay
Operations Director at 
Southampton Airport

P
ro

sp
er

 M
ag

az
in

e 
 | 

 Is
su

e 
3

CentralSouth.co.uk



One Station Square, Southampton © Ellis Williams Architects

“To survive and 
succeed city centres 
in the Central South 
will need to rely 
on their ability to 
adapt, retain their 
sense of community, 
tackle inequality, use 
space intelligently, 
provide a healthy 
environment and 
offer a distinct 
identity.”

Olly Sowton
Partner at Blake Morgan
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Olly Sowton, 
Partner at Blake 
Morgan explores 
the future of the 
Central South’s  
city centres.

The population of our four main Central South cities is 
predicted to grow by 9% in the next twenty years, faster 
than the surrounding towns and villages. History tells us 
the growth in city centres will be higher: the population 
of Southampton’s city centre, for instance, almost doubled 
between 2002 and 2015.

Midway through the pandemic, the Central South arm of 
established law firm Blake Morgan began working with the 
Southern Policy Centre to explore how these four cities – 
Bournemouth, Portsmouth, Southampton and Winchester 
– were evolving to meet the demands of the future.

We talked to local residents, local government and key 
regional business leaders about how our city centres can 
remain at the heart of the urban community: how will they 
respond to challenges as diverse as the internet or global 
heating, what sort of retail, housing or workspace they 
should provide and what will make them exciting places to 
visit in the region.

Our research fuelled a policy debate about the future 
of the ‘High Street’. 

The pandemic has accelerated changes in retail driven by 
on-line shopping and brought new worries: more people 
working at home, fewer (or no) customers for theatres and 
restaurants, people deserting public transport. But it also 
appears to have driven changes in behaviour which may 
now be with us long beyond the release of restrictions, 
and reinforcing changes in society’s values which have 
emerged in recent years. Most notable are a growing 
concern for nature and our environment, alongside a focus 
on individual and community health and wellbeing. All 
these factors are changing how we think about the role 
and purpose of our city centres.

In January 2022 we took the opportunity to revisit the 
topic, bringing together an audience from across the 
businesses, organisations and institutions of the Central 
South to discuss how city centres continue to change.

The participants in our discussion were positive about 
the future of our city centres. As places they continue to 
evolve in response to change, with creative new ideas 
about how we should be thinking about, and using, space. 

There are many examples in the region, some within this 
publication, of how traditional retail space is being re-
purposed for a range of uses, from health to leisure or 
independent retail. Likewise, there are examples of how 
technology can help improve our city centres, capturing 

Portsmouth City Centre 
© Portsmouth City Council
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making and improve user experience of the city 
centre. The digital infrastructure of the ‘Intelligent 
Merchant City’ at Fawley Waterside, for example, 
will be used to support residents and businesses, 
as well as shaping its character.

All of the cities in our study looked at new ideas 
and fresh initiatives being pursued: whether to 
create new, flexible business space, leisure and 
visitor attractions, bring green space into the centre 
or improve the quality of the local environment.

We can be optimistic in the South Central region: 
the future of our city centres is, for many of 

our participants, bright. That’s because of the 
creativity and flexibility we are seeing in how 
business, retail and other aspects of city centre 
life are evolving. 

How we invest in this region of England 
is crucial to ensure that our cities remain 
vibrant and creative go-to hubs in the UK’s 
Southern Gateway.

To find out more information about the 
research contact: 

Rebecca Whitehead,

Rebecca.Whitehead@blakemorgan.co.uk
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“Portsmouth, with its waterfront 
attractions, offers a series of 
outstanding soloists to accent  
the overall ensemble.”

Richard Summers
Director and urban designer at Architecture 
and Masterplanning specialists 
Boyle+Summers Ltd

Cruise ship cruising out to sea at night from 
Portsmouth © VisitBritain Chris Gorman

Each of the principal cities 
of the Central South region - 
Southampton, Portsmouth and 
Bournemouth - offer distinctly 
different urban experiences. 
Whilst they are all, naturally, 
in competition, to a degree, 
their particular components, 
assets, relationships, settings, 
stories, economies and 
communities mean each is 
attractive to a vastly and 
subtly alternative clientele.

Southampton could be the 
rhythm section of a blues 
band – solidly reliable, deeply 
rooted, and the foundation 
at the heart of the region. 
Bournemouth, in contrast, 
has the swing and sweep of a 
pop-soul orchestra – a place 
in the business of Show. 
Portsmouth, meanwhile, with 
its waterfront attractions, offers 
a series of outstanding soloists 
to accent the overall ensemble. 

Part of their DNA derives 
from the unique pattern 

of their streets, parks and 
neighbourhoods. And to the 
manner in which each city 
relates to the ocean. All three 
grew because they offered 
access to the sea, albeit for 
different reasons and in 
distinctive ways.

Southampton and Portsmouth 
are commercial and military 
ports respectively, each built 
around the demands of ocean-
going ships for servicing, crew, 
freight, supplies and rest-and-
recuperation. The historic 
cores of both cities remain, 
whilst both were successively 
amended to make access to 
the ports easier, and the cities 
themselves were expanded in 
to the water to allow expansion 
of their ports.

Bournemouth’s origins as a spa 
town are much more recent 
and its genteel modernity quite 
at odds with its robust older 
cousins to the east. A planned 
town of pavilions and villas its 

seafront beaches are the draw, 
and its central Gardens the 
route to them. Whilst the ports 
are launchpads for voyages long 
or short, this seaside town’s 
existence is based around the 
desire to paddle.

The evolution of each city 
continues, with an increase 
in pace reflecting their buoyant 
local economies and the 
growing appetite for urban 
living, working and leisure. 
More than ever in living 
memory, each is the focus for 
their communities, their centres 
embracing sustainable urbanity, 
with high quality architecture 
and public realm alongside 
historic quarters in the best 
European tradition.

boyleandsummers.com

Richard Summers, Director and urban designer 
at Architecture and Masterplanning specialists 
Boyle+Summers Ltd compares the urban 
experience and intrinsic characteristics that 
define each of the Central South’s waterfront 
towns and cities.

THE URBAN EXPERIENCE 
OF THE CENTRAL SOUTH’S 
WATERFRONT CITIES 
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Bournemouth © VisitBritain 
Myron Haydney

CentralSouth.co.uk
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Clifford Kinch, Area Director of 
Morgan Sindall Construction 
explores the evolution of the 
dynamic city of Southampton.
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Southampton enjoys the status of a leading city within the Central 
South region and is well placed to compete globally. Aside from 
being the most accessible city on the South Coast, the range of 
exciting development and investment opportunities make it an 
increasingly attractive place to live, work and invest.

Morgan Sindall Construction understands well the importance 
of telling Southampton’s story to the investor audience through 
international programmes such as MIPIM 2022, as well as getting 
behind the UK City of Culture 2025 bid.

Our pride in Southampton and what it offers 
reflects the reality that we are very much part 
of the communities where we work. We know 
the city is a coastal powerhouse and applaud 
the success of the Port of Southampton, along 
with the progress made by the outstanding local 
universities, which have grown the city’s student 
population to 46k.

As a business, we enjoy being part of the 
conversation about how Southampton 
navigates the route towards a better future. 
Climate Change is a key challenge but inclusive 
growth, future skills and the way technology is 
impacting workforces and workplaces are also 
high on the agenda - and only intensified by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

We have evolved our own approach to help 
Southampton become an exemplar city. In 
2021, for instance, we unveiled a new and 
transformational approach to collaborative 
carbon reduction. It’s designed to support 
Southampton in achieving its environmental 
ambitions and will help us meet our own target 
of Net Zero Carbon by 2030.

This strategy - Decarbonising Communities 
– harnesses the combined expertise of our 
customers, employees and supply chain partners 
to change the way buildings are designed and 
constructed, in order to reduce the amount of 
carbon associated with each built asset. 

Paying for the pandemic has already put pressure 
on the public purse and placed ever greater 
importance on securing social value from any 
given investment. Morgan Sindall Construction 
has a best-in-class social value strategy to 
help deliver these benefits. It is built around the 
identification, measurement and monetisation 
of the social value outputs from any given 
projects, bringing clarity to delivering benefits 
back to communities. We are also a decentralised 
organisation and our approach means that we are 
able to quickly create value that is dedicated to 
localised objectives in Southampton.

Getting behind Southampton’s and the wider 
Central South’s investment case in the UK and 
further afield matters to us and we are committed 
to supporting the region as it puts the challenges 
of the pandemic in the past - and grasps the 
opportunities the future offers us all.

morgansindall.com
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In recent years there has been 
an increase in the densely built 
up coastal cities to re-use and 
bring back to life the existing 
“tired” structures. With the aim 
to regenerate surrounding areas, 
making these more attractive 
for prospective residents and/
or students. In Portsmouth 
and Bournemouth, Noviun has 
worked on several projects, 
totalling over £75m, that re-
purpose part or all existing 
structures. Linking with climate 
emergency, re-use has seen a 
real renaissance, creating many 
great pockets of opportunities 
for developers, professionals 
and Councils alike.

One of these projects is 
Livingstone Academy - a 
complex urban all-through 
school, specialising in Digital 
Technology and Computational 
Thinking. Located in the centre 
of Bournemouth, it that includes 
new state-of art facilities and 
a refurbishment of a Grade 
II listed former Coroners and 
Magistrates Court. The project 
challenges the traditional 
thinking of schools and explores 
the idea of vertical design, 
furthermore, with innovative 
designs for external play areas 

on roofs, maximising the space 
available in tight urban sites. The 
building is one that the staff and 
1,510 pupils can be proud of and 
a new, high quality and vibrant 
location within the city within 
increasingly regenerating area.

A slightly different approach was 
used for Mayfield School, whilst 
demolishing and re-building 
the majority of the existing 
buildings, the project does retain 
some key elements of these as 
small reminders of the history 
of the site for Community and 
the School. The proposals 
received great support at the 
public consultation events 
as the new design will bring 
the teaching standards and 
facilities into the 21st century, 
specialising in increasing 
popular Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) curriculum. High quality 
facilities are an important tool 
in attracting interest from more 
pupils and encouraging them 
to maximise their own talents, 
which can move onto studying 
these subjects at University 
and potentially being our next 
generation of scientists. 

The Architects’ Journal are 
currently promoting their 

~RetrofitFirst campaign, which 
focuses on the regeneration 
of existing structures as a first 
option when considering project 
potential. The University of 
Portsmouth have recognised 
this with their latest estates’ 
management plan, working 
with Noviun to refurbish two of 
their major buildings, King Henry 
and St Michael’s. These buildings 
house the Faculty of Science 
and Health. Refurbishing/
remodelling ensures that the 
buildings can withstand the test 
of time, whilst still providing 
excellent learning facilities for 
students to prosper in. 

History and innovation are 
strong concepts that Noviun 
intertwine within the designs 
of developments within the 
coastal regions. We are glad to 
be involved in these projects, 
providing our specialist 
knowledge within the sector 
and the Central South region 
and have no doubt that these 
interventions will be great 
assets to the cities, celebrating 
the buildings that have stood 
the test of time and been part of 
the cities for years.

noviun.com

Matt Golds, Managing Director 
at Noviun Architects explores 
how architecture and design 
are playing a role in the 
regeneration of the coastal 
regions of the Central South.

COASTAL RENAISSANCE
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Retained arch view at 
Mayfield school © Noviun

America’s Cup 
World Series 
© INEOS TEAM 
UK Harry 
Kenney Herbert

The UK’s coastal communities 
have distinctive characteristics, 
providing opportunities to live 
and work not found in other 
inland locations. In June 2019, 
the Future of Seaside Towns 
report was published by the 
Authority of the House of Lords 
and is being widely invested 
in by the UK Government. The 
Government invested almost 
£227 million in the Great 
British Coast by 2020 through 
dedicated programmes, such  
as the Coastal Communities 
Fund, to boost local economies 
and celebrate the unique 
heritage of the UK coast.

History

Seaside towns emerged 
as leisure resorts, gaining 
popularity in the nineteenth 
century. Since this time, many 
towns have forged identities 
revolving around shipbuilding, 
tourism, leisure, fishing, or port 
activities. The Central South 
is home to some of the UK’s 
most distinctive and largest 
coastal towns and landmarks 
such as the Spinnaker Tower in 
Portsmouth and the UK’s cruise 
capital in Southampton.

Maritime Industry

The maritime industry is 
also fundamental to the 
Central South region and 
is expanding, with existing 
yacht and boatbuilding 
industries bouncing back with 
increased revenue and skills 
being promoted in historic 
shipbuilding towns such as 
Portsmouth. Boathouse 4 in the 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
is home to The International 
Boatbuilding Training College, 
training a new generation of 
students in the techniques of 
traditional boatbuilding.

The Central South maritime 
industry spans both the old 
and new. Superyacht UK’s 
annual report in 2019 reports 
a £308m added value in GVA 
to the UK economy in 2018/19; 
a 7% increase on the previous 
year. Portsmouth City Council, 
in conjunction with Savills, is 
also bringing forward proposals 
for a new marine and maritime 
hub at the gateway to the 
city, helping to meet the city’s 
employment and housing  
needs at Tipner West, with  
the provision of circa 4,000 
homes and 2,000 new jobs  
for the region.

Events

The Central South region is 
also home to many globally 
recognised events. The 
America’s Cup World Series 
has been twice hosted by 
Portsmouth, with more than 
250,000 spectators along 
the seafront. Southampton 
International Boat Show is held 
in the city each September with 
Cowes Week also held on the 
Isle of Wight each August.

A Future Ready Region

The region’s coast stretches 
230 miles with The Solent 
area one of the busiest coastal 
zones in England. Interest 
and investment in the coastal 
region in the Central South and 
across the UK are growing at 
both the large and small scale, 
acknowledging the importance 
of attracting business and 
skills to coastal areas and the 
potential returns this can offer.

savills.co.uk

Gavin Hall, Director of Planning at Savills, based in 
Southampton looks back at the history, considers 
future growth opportunities, and highlights the 
events that enliven the Central South waterfront.

A NEW WAVE OF 
COASTAL REGENERATION

CentralSouth.co.uk



Rob Asquith, Head of National 
Infrastructure Planning at Savills, 
considers a Natural Capital 
approach to the future of the 
Central South region.

© Gosport Peninsula

“The Central South has some of the 
most famous landscapes, intricate 
coastal environments, a huge marine 
leisure and tourism sector.”

Rob Asquith
Head of National Infrastructure Planning at Savills
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Natural Capital, the stock of freely available resources such as 
clean water, is increasingly considered as important as human-
built infrastructure. 

We know when it fails because our towns flood or our coastal 
waters fill with algae. In the same way as we all know when the 
railway is blocked or the power lines are down.

The Natural Capital approach is that natural resources should 
be considered as infrastructure like, say a railway, and hence 
invested in and maintained similarly. A first step is auditing and 
valuation of the current stock. An oft quoted example is UK 
Forestry. Considered simply in terms of the commercial value 
of the timber it’s value is a fraction of that if all of the ways we 
benefit from forests – carbon stores, floodwater regulation, 
recreation, biodiversity – are accounted for.

Circa £3bn of public money is spent annually on 
rural land management. The concept “Public 
Money for Public Goods” has gained currency 
as UK farming moves from subsidies rewarding 
production or land ownership towards 
considering the importance of our rural areas 
more widely. Natural Capital approaches are also 
appearing in planning with a transition towards 
Net Environmental Benefit as a basis of decisions.

The Central South has some of the most famous 
landscapes, intricate coastal environments, a 
huge marine leisure and tourism sector, and a lot 
of land depleted by intensive agriculture - plus 
considerable development pressure. At present 
one of the key issues is the effect of land use 
and development on the coastal habitats of the 
South, particularly The Solent Harbours where 
nutrient loads are contributing to eutrophication. 
The linking of cause and effect is a very live issue 
affecting residential developments in the areas 
that drain to the harbours.

Pragmatism and proportionality are key features 
of the response. The answer long term lies more 
with agricultural management than control of 

development but it is because the relatively small 
effects of development are felt immediately 
– as opposed to with lengthy lag for farming 
activities – that offsetting of nitrogen effects is 
a live issue for development. The answer lies in 
understanding the correctly of how landscape or 
catchment level cycles of water, nutrients, carbon, 
biomass etc work. World leading approaches are 
being developed to this in the Central South to 
identify what the Natural Capital infrastructure is 
and how it should be invested in. Administrative 
areas and ownerships are incidental to natural 
cycles, hence co-operation within and between 
public and private entities is key.

One is often asked if one feels optimistic about 
the future, given the evidence of threats from 
climate change. We cannot do anything about 
the past but a Natural Capital approach to the 
future will create greater prosperity because 
we all know that investing in the right things 
creates returns. Unlike many of the environmental 
theories proposed before, Natural Capital is 
rooted in the free-wheeling entrepreneurial 
approach society the British hold dear. 

The Central South has some of the greatest 
challenges but also is already leading the 
way with solutions which will deliver a more 
prosperous and certain future.

savills.co.uk
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Winchester Old Hill looking over the 
Meon valley and the South Downs 

© Visit Britain Andrew Pickett

The view over The Solent and the waterways 
between Southampton and the Isle of Wight 

© Visit Britain Images Andrew Pickett
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New Forest National Park © Nick Lucas [thenewforest.co.uk]

Two world class National Parks, the world’s leading sailing hub, extensive 
countryside and over 200 miles of stunning coastline. No location in 
Europe, potentially the world, has such natural assets. The relationship 
between the global cities and this natural capital makes the Central 
South a unique and globally attractive location to invest and prosper. 
Robin Shepherd, Partner at Barton Willmore explains.

THE BEST ENVIRONMENT 
FOR INVESTMENT

It’s not hard to see why millions of people choose 
the Central South as their place of residence; 
easy access to green open space and the 
associated health benefits of living by the coast 
and countryside, paired with a location just 90 
minutes outside of the UK’s capital are just some 
of the obvious benefits. The New Forest and 
South Downs alone count for over 2000 square 
kilometres of wild landscape. It is well known 
that places which can offer an attractive living 
and working environment are also those places 
which are most attractive to invest in. That’s why 
over 20 FTSE 100 companies and 100k SMEs now 
choose the region as their preferred location. 

The decision of where to locate a business is 
now far more complex than just the ability to 
access to a workforce or to take advantage of 
infrastructure. Business leaders and their targets 
- a skilled, world-class workforce - want an 
attractive environment to live, work and feel part 
of. The health, wellbeing and lifestyle advantages 
of a connection with nature and the natural 
environment is well known – one study suggests 
that outdoor exercise delivers an estimated 
£2.2bn of health benefits to adults in England 
each year - and it is those connections which the 
Central South has in abundance. 

The ease of access to some of the world’s finest 
natural environments provides for sport and 
recreation which no other location can - be that 
sailing and water sports, cycling, walking  

or simply spending time enjoying a view.  
The choice is endless. As an environment for 
young people or families, the Central South  
offers the highest quality lifestyle for all.

Supporting these natural environments is a 
diverse and thriving ecosystem supported by 
the Central South’s water and attractive climate. 
The juxtaposition of people and the natural 
environment combined with the Central South’s 
commitment to environmental responsibility 
ensures these ecosystems continue to thrive 
– and, of course, local produce is a way of life – 
the Central South way. 

bartonwillmore.co.uk

CentralSouth.co.uk



Constructing developments that 
are designed from the outset 
to address their contribution 
to climate change by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 
during design, construction 
and occupation and be resilient 
to flooding is important. 
Many authorities require or 
encourage the incorporation 
of renewable energy to ensure 
ongoing production of green 
energy. Taken with the need 
for high quality design leads to 
the development of successful, 
attractive places.

The award-winning 
Farnborough International 
Exhibition and Conference 
Centre at Farnborough Airport 
achieved a BREEAM Very 
Good rating using a bespoke 
assessment. The development 
includes a fabric-led 
approach to energy efficiency, 
minimisation of electricity and 
water use through a range of 
measures and the introduction 
of travel plans and transport 
strategies for the range of event 
sizes and types that take place.

In relocating its headquarters 
to a new site in Southampton, 
Ordnance Survey took 
the opportunity to use 
environmentally sustainable 
technology to maximise natural 
resources, minimise carbon 
emissions and be energy 
efficient. The site utilises a 
ground source heat pump, 
includes building integrated 
energy management measures, 
a rainwater harvesting system 
and sustainable transport 

initiatives to encourage public 
transport use, car sharing and 
walking/cycling to work. The 
building achieved a BREEAM 
rating of ‘Excellent’.

The requirement to deliver 
substantial additional housing 
in the region continues with 
emerging schemes such as 
that at Fawley Waterside 
and Welborne Garden Village 
including a wide range of 
measures aimed at ensuring 
development is not only 
attractive and well-designed 
but also sustainable in the 
long term. Future-proofing 
development is important, with 
many authorities now requiring 
the inclusion of electric car 
charging points or the ability to 
include these in future. 

The Central South region has 
been the focus for significant 
numbers of renewable energy 

projects. It is also the home 
to the Vestas blade factory on 
the Isle of Wight. Substantial 
numbers of solar PV schemes 
have also been developed, 
including one of the first subsidy 
free schemes at Westhampnett, 
West Sussex. It is anticipated 
that the number of proposals 
for solar schemes will increase 
following improvements in 
the viability of these schemes. 
With careful site selection, 
well-designed solar farms 
can be integrated within their 
local environment and lead to 
biodiversity gains.

Climate change affects us all; the 
Central South region is taking 
its responsibility seriously. New 
development will continue 
to be needed but there is a 
growing expectation that it is 
environmentally sustainable.

torltd.co.uk

Tim Hancock Executive Chairman, and 
Suzanne Bangert Technical Director, of 
award-winning planning and design 
company Terence O’Rourke Ltd, explore 
how the Central South is planning for a 
more sustainable future.
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The impact of climate change has come very much to the 
fore recently. In June 2019 the UK became the first major 
economy in the world to legislate to bring all greenhouse 
gas emissions to net zero by 2050. Many local authorities in 
the Central South region have recognised the importance 
of climate change by declaring a climate emergency. Action 
plans are being put in place to address the issue. Being a 
coastal region provides significant opportunities but also 
poses particular challenges in respect of climate change, 
which local authorities, organisations and businesses in the 
area are starting to embrace.

Farnborough International Exhibition & Conference Centre

Fawley Waterside
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Despite this, the scale of urban growth and construction 
in particular shows no sign of slowing down, resulting in 
loss of habitat and increase in greenhouse generation year 
on year. Our current approach and use of regulatory tools 
to regulate building performance have not resulted in 
significant reductions in emissions that must happen.

There is clear evidence to suggest that buildings do not 
perform as well in use as designed. Recent studies have 
shown that the performance gap between designed and 

In the last few years there has been a 
growing understanding, and not least 
awareness of the impact that construction 
has on the energy usage and emissions 
percentages of the UK. Buildings play a 
significant role in the transition to clean 
energy. Buildings, construction and usage 
account for nearly 40% of energy related 
CO2 emissions.

1 LETI Net Zero      1 LETI Net Zero     1 Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target Amendment) Order 2019

D
E

SI
G

N
IN

G
 A

  
C

A
R

B
O

N
-F

R
E

E
 F

U
T

U
R

E
 in use is often between 5 and 10 times higher than 

compliance calculations suggested. 

There are a multitude of reason for this, including 
design assumptions do not correctly reflect the 
in-use performance; unregulated energy use 
such as server rooms or computers not taken into 
account; building practices that were acceptable 
20 years ago are no longer acceptable.

In June 2019 The Government passed a law requiring 
the UK to end its contribution to global warming by 
2050 by bringing all greenhouse gas emissions to 
net zero. It also heeded the advice contained into 
the report by Committee on Climate Change “UK: 
Fit for the Future” to ban fossil fuel heating by 2025, 
broadly seen as a ban on gas boilers.

This was followed up with the release of the 
Future Homes Standard consultation and in 
December last year the new approved documents 
were published.

Whilst an improvement over the previous 
standards, and the introduction of Part O which 
seeks to address the issues of overheating in 
domestic buildings is a significant introduction, 
the lack of regulation of energy in use will fail to 
address the very real issue of the performance 
gap noted above. Without this metric, our built 
environment will not be able to decarbonise at 
the required rate to meet our 2030 commitments 
of reducing operational energy by at least 60%.

Addressing new buildings is only half the story 
though. A report written back in 2010 recognised 
the issues facing us with our existing building 
stock. By 2050 at least half of the buildings in use 
have already been built The older the building 
the greater the energy use. These buildings, if 
we are serious about reducing our collective 
carbon footprint, must be retrofitted to better 
than current standards. Housing that is being 
constructed now will have to be retrofitted to 
meet net zero carbon standards.

Over the last year no one can have failed but 
to notice the issues raised by Insulate Britain. 

Thousands must choose between heating or 
eating. Whilst many will disagree with their tactics, 
surely none can disagree with their aims. 

For it is by only retro fitting our existing housing 
stock to the highest of standards such as the 
Passivhaus EnerPhit can we begin to address 
reducing the energy that our buildings consume. 
What does this mean for the householder? In 
simple terms, fuel bills reduced by 80% because 
of lower consumption, reduction of unwanted 
draughts, fresh filtered pre-warmed ventilation. 
It is by following this strategy that it is possible to 
alleviate fuel poverty and improve people’s lives.

We need to design buildings that are low- 
carbon, energy and water efficient, climate 
resilient, healthy and desirable. A rigorous 
determination to tackle carbon from buildings  
will make the 2020s a decade of building renewal 
that takes long overdue action on carbon 
emissions from building.

To this end Noviun have committed to adopting 
the Passivhaus Standard. We have recently had 
two Architects qualify as Passivhaus designers.  
We want our clients to have comfortable low 
energy buildings that have high indoor air quality 
and have a minimal impact on the environment, 
and to meet the latest aspirations of the DfE by 
reducing carbon emissions to zero across their 
estate by 2050.

Epping St John’s School, Epping

© architectsdeclare.com
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WITH THANKS TO OUR PARTNERSLOOKING FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION?

For all other enquiries, please contact: Central South UK @ MIPIM hosted by Business South Ltd

T: 0844 332 0131   E: info@businesssouth.org   W: businesssouth.org/central-south

If you are interested in any of 
the development opportunities 
promoted within this publication 
and would like to find out more, 
please get in touch by using the 
contact details below:

Development opportunities in Portsmouth
Mark Pembleton 
Economic Growth Manager, Portsmouth City Council

E:   Mark.pembleton@ portsmouthcc.gov.uk

T:  023 9268 8857 M:  07415 726663 Development opportunities in Southampton
Matthew Hill 
Economic Development Manager, Southampton City Council

E:  matthew.hill@ southampton.gov.uk

M:  07979 702636

@InvestSoton
Development opportunities in Hampshire
Richard Kenny 
Deputy Executive Director of Economy, Transport 
and Environment, Hampshire County Council

E:  Richard.Kenny@hants.gov.uk

M:  07885 733862

Development opportunities in Bournemouth, 
Christchurch & Poole
Adrian Trevett 
Head of Economic Development, BCP Council

E:  adrian.trevett@bcpcouncil.gov.uk

T:  01202 123036

Development opportunities in Winchester
Susan Robbins 
Corporate Head of Engagement, Winchester City Council

E:  srobbins@winchester.gov.uk

Solent LEP
James Ford 
Business Engagement and Growth Hub Manager

E:  James.Ford@solentlep.org.uk

M:  07775 017699

Business South
Leigh-Sara Timberlake 
Group CEO

E:  leigh@businesssouth.org 
T:  0844 332 0131 M:  07506 742214

enquiries@becg.com      T: 01962 893 893
CentralSouth.co.uk



Join us in the Central South
Centralsouth.co.uk
#centralsouthuk

Published March 2022.  All content correct at time of printing.

“With a fleet of nine ships, the majority of which home port in Southampton, 
plus a further two ships on order to arrive in 2022 and 2023, we continue 
to invest in the Central South region, the port of Southampton and its 
infrastructure, to secure our long-term future. Each time a ship comes into 
Southampton it brings £2 million to the local area and we have around 180 
turnarounds in a typical year. Local provenance is a high priority and we use 
many local suppliers across the Central South region to provide quality food 
products and services across our ships. Our association with the region is 
essential and we’re proud to call Southampton our home. We’ve extended 
our lease on Carnival House, our head office on Harbour Parade until 2038, 
demonstrating our commitment to the region.”

Sture Myrmell
President, Carnival UK 


