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Mark Davy, Founder & CEO – Futurecity 
 
Mark Davy has grown Futurecity from art consultancy to global culture-led place making 
consultancy. A respected platform for the culture-driven development of towns, cities, and 
regions. 
 
He is a passionate leader driven by a commitment to cultural excellence in our cities. His 
commercial and intellectual knowledge place him at the forefront of the debate about the 
changing role and purpose of modern cities. 
 
 

 

Tim Hancock, Chair of the Business South Regenerate South Action Group & Executive Chairman at Terence O’Rourke 
 
Tim is a chartered town planner and Executive Chairman of leading planning and design 
practice Terence O’Rourke Ltd since April 2020, before which he was the practice’s Managing 
Director since 2003. Tim provides advice to major clients on planning and political strategies 
to secure success for high profile projects. 
 
Tim has nearly 40 years of experience securing planning permissions for a diverse range of 
projects. These include the award-winning McLaren Campus in Woking, Warner Bros. 
Leavesden Studios and Harry Potter Studio Tour, new campuses for the Universities of Surrey, 
Exeter and York, new energy recovery facilities, a geothermal power station for the Eden 
Project and several solar farms around the UK. He has also played a central role in the planning for new communities in 
Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hampshire, and Kent. 
 
Tim is a Business South Board Member, and he also chairs Business South’s Regenerate South Action Group. 
 
 

Alex Challoner, Board Director – Cavendish Advocacy (Part of the BECG Group) 
 
Alex is a political strategist with more than thirty years’ experience in public affairs and 
communications advocacy, Alex provides clients with senior counsel to ensure policy supports 
their corporate aims, be that policy change or raising their profile on key issues. 
 
As a former adviser to the Conservative Party during the 1997 General Election Campaign, 
Conservative Campaign Director of the London Mayoral Campaign in 2000 and current Board 
Member of the Tory Reform Group, Alex has a comprehensive knowledge of the key figures 
and the trends and powerbases within the Party. 
 
He has advised clients such the Met Office, John Lewis Partnership, Canal & River Trust, Crest Nicholson, Aster Group 
and Arvato. 
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Catriona Riddell, Director – Catriona Riddell & Associates Ltd 
 
Catriona is an independent consultant providing professional support on a wide range of 
spatial planning issues but focuses on local plans and specifically, strategic planning, working 
with local authorities and their partners to develop different approaches to strategic 
planning, including governance structures. 
 
She recently authored two reports on behalf of the County Councils Network to help inform 
the Government’s planning reforms and has contributed widely to the debates on devolution 
and levelling up. 
 
Previous roles include Head of Strategic Planning at Surrey County Council and Director of Planning at the Southeast 
England Regional Assembly where she was responsible for the Regional Spatial Strategy. 
 
Catriona’s other professional roles include: Strategic Planning Specialist for the Planning Officers’ Society (POS), Vice-
Chair of the Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA), Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute’s (RTPI) 
England Policy Panel and Visiting Fellow at Thinktank Localis. 
 
 

Mark Perry, CEO – VIVID Homes 
 
Mark became Chief Executive of VIVID in April 2017 from his role as Chief Executive of 
Sentinel and previously as Group Commercial Director at Affinity Sutton, now Clarion. 
 
Mark’s well known in the sector with over 25 years of experience in housing and is a key 
business figure in the region and beyond. He also has a strong commercial background and a 
master’s degree in business administration. 
 
Mark is Chair of the National Housing Federation’s Southeast Sounding Board and a Non-
Executive Director at McCarthy & Stone (Shared Ownership). Prior to this, he was the Senior 
Independent Director at Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust. 
 
 

Robin Shepherd, Partner – Barton Willmore 
 
Robin Shepherd is Partner at Planning & Design consultancy Barton Willmore leading the 
Practice’s Southampton office. 
Drawing on experience from private practice, the public sector and a leading national 
developer, Robin has a track record in leading complex regeneration schemes, creating and 
delivering new settlement proposals and enabling community-led development projects. 
 
Robin has been working with Regen South in developing and implementing a communications 
strategy, pulling together the public and private sector to place Central South on the world 
stage. 
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Oliver Sowton, Partner – Blake Morgan 
 
As a specialist real estate partner, Olly’s main practice area relates to commercial 
development and regeneration projects. He and his team undertake the full complement of 
real estate services including sales purchase and landlord and tenant matters involving asset 
management. 
 
As head of the firm’s Retail and Leisure team he has experience in delivering new store roll-
out programmes, in particular working with the firm’s Construction team in delivering 
commercial development documentation for new-build and refurbishment projects. In recent 
years focus has been on the acquisition and development of land for retail distribution 
centres. 
 
Olly’s career began with advising owners of farms and landed estates and, as a result of this, he brings to Commercial 
Development an in-depth knowledge and understanding of esoteric legal issues. Olly has experience of working with a 
wide variety of clients including private individuals, trusts, companies and public sector bodies, whose real estate needs 
vary in type and portfolio size. He is the operational partner for several the firm’s key clients who operate in the private 
and public sectors. 
 

 

Anthony Alderman, Partner – Womble Bond Dickinson 
 
Anthony is a real estate partner at Womble Bond Dickinson specialising in energy projects, 
marine property, and other commercial real estate transactions. 
 
He advises clients on marine and coastal infrastructure such as ports and marinas, on 
renewable energy developments and on their operational property requirements.  
 
He has also been involved in major projects on the South Coast such as the Rampion offshore 
windfarm project. 
 
 

Tom Styles, Associate - Arup 

 
Tom is a Chartered Water and Environment Manager and Chartered Scientist and leads 
Arup’s Water Environment team across Wales and the South and West of England.  
 
He has supported design and consenting around the water environment across a range of 
major infrastructure and regeneration projects across the UK, as well as specific work on 
nutrient neutrality and landscape scale catchment restoration.  
 
A recent focus is around the potential of land management to the delivery of environmental, 
societal and climate outcomes, and relationship to the development agenda.  
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Russell Mogridge, Partner – Vail Williams 
 
Russell is a Chartered Surveyor and joined Vail Williams in 2018, upon the firm’s merger with 
Hughes Ellard. He now heads up Vail Williams’ business space team as Lead Partner. 
 
With a career built on the South coast, Russell has played an integral role in many of the 
region’s major industrial estates and office schemes over the years. 
 
Russell has a talent for developing and executing creative marketing campaigns to attract 
tenants to new developments and failing schemes. This has led him to handle schemes “from 
cradle to grave”, from land assembly and development, to identifying end users and selling 
the final investment opportunity. 
He has a strong client roster for tenant and owner occupier advisory work, providing strategic advice on property 
relocation, getting under the skin of his clients’ culture and values to better understand their property needs. 
 
Russell implements searches for both large scale industrial and logistics space to office headquarters, culminating in the 
negotiation of the best possible lease terms or purchase price for client, ensuring occupational timescales are adhered 
to. 
 
 

Megan Carter, Head of Major Projects – Portsmouth City Council 

 
Leading the council's strategic developments team and an external team of consultants, 
Megan oversees Portsmouth's major regeneration projects.  
 
She is the programme lead for the Tipner West scheme - an ambitious and unique 
development that will create a 58,000sqm green marine innovation hub and bring thousands 
of new jobs and homes to a former MoD site within Portsmouth Harbour.  
 
Megan is a passionate believer in engaging residents at all ages and stages of life to shape 
schemes and create truly sustainable communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


