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David Allard, Reporter, Presenter, and Producer - BBC South Today 
 

David is currently a reporter, presenter, and producer for BBC South Today, the regional TV 
news programme. 
 
Prior to training in broadcast journalism at Highbury College in Portsmouth, David ran his own 
copywriting and audio production business, with clients including the AA, Central Office of 
Information, and the Early Learning Centre. As a producer for Cameo Productions, he worked 
with film companies including Sony, Universal and Buena Vista on UK radio campaigns. 
 
David’s scripts for a UK government health and safety campaign won an international award. 
David took a year out to train in Musical Theatre at Guildford School of Acting and has 
appeared in shows across the UK. 
 
Before all this he read English at St Anne’s College, Oxford. But perhaps his most notable claim to fame is being 
recognised by children as the voice of Tumble Tots for ten years! 
 
 

Jonathon Porritt, Founder Director of Forum for the Future 
 
Jonathon has been on the front line of environmental campaigning for more than 45 years.  
 
He’s been a member of the Green Party throughout that time, and has worked tirelessly to 
promote the solutions to today’s converging environmental crises – as Director of Friends of 
the Earth in the 1980s, Co-Founder of Forum for the Future, the UK’s leading sustainability 
charity, Chair of the UK Sustainable Development Commission (2000-2009), President of 
Population Matters and The Conservation Volunteers, and Chancellor of Keele University 
(2012-2022). 
 
His work as author and broadcaster has had a huge impact over the years.  His latest book, ‘Hope in Hell’, a powerful 
‘call to action’ on the Climate Emergency, was published in June 2020. 
 
 

Andrew Holder, Agent for Central Southern England – Bank of England 
 
Andrew Holder is the Bank of England’s Agent for Central Southern England. 
 
The Agencies are the Bank’s “eyes, ears and voice” in the regions, collecting information 
about trends and developments across the country, and explaining the Bank’s views and 
policy decisions to local businesses and other groups. 
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Leigh-Sara Timberlake, Group CEO – Business South 
 
Leigh-Sara has been part of the Business South Management Team since it was established in 
2008.  
 
Joining the team as the Champion Director, she worked with organisations in both the public 
and private sector and is a highly respected figure in the Central South region.  
 
Her local knowledge and relationships with stakeholders combined with a desire for 
collaborative working helps continue to help shape the Business South agenda and to be the 
voice of the business community. 
 
In 2019, Following the merge with Enterprise First, Leigh-Sara was promoted to Group CEO.  
 
Earlier in her career and prior to joining Business South Leigh-Sara worked for National Accounts at Courage Brewery 
which involved dealing with major players in the hospitality sector including: Wetherspoons, Rank Leisure, and Trust 
House Forte Hotels. 
 

 
Fran Collins, CEO – Red Funnel 
 
Fran Collins joined Red Funnel as CEO in June 2018, having spent over 20 years in the 
merchant marine industry. 
 
Fran’s early career was at sea where she qualified with both Deck and Engineer licences, 
serving worldwide on various vessel types, particularly oil & gas, cable lay & repair vessels and 
ferries. In 2002 she joined Condor Ferries as Chief Officer, and subsequently became Condor’s 
first female Master. 
 
In 2008 Fran transferred into shore-based management, and since then has continued to 
develop her career through several executive roles which have included operational 
management, customer services and the delivery of strategic projects. Fran is committed to improving safety and risk 
management throughout the industry. She is passionate about ensuring that shipping is sustainable for the future by 
encouraging young people to consider careers in the maritime field, and on the transition to zero emissions and efficient 
operation by supporting the development and adoption of new and emerging technologies. 
 
Alongside her role as CEO at Red Funnel, Fran also provides support to Saga Cruises as a Non-Executive Director as well 
as being an active member of a number of industry bodies at a strategic level, including the DfT’s Clean Maritime Council 
and the IoW Chamber of Commerce. She is also a Group B reservist officer in the British Army, holding the rank of Lt Col 
in the Staff Corps, 77th Brigade, which provides strategic level advice to a variety of areas within Defence and 
Government. 
 
In November 2019 Fran received the Merchant Navy Medal for her contribution to the shipping industry and in 2020 
was honoured to be nominated and sworn into Trinity House’s Younger Brethren. 
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Zoe Huggins, Chair of the Workforce South Action Group – Business South 
 
Zoe has a strong track record of empowering people in the public, private and third sectors to 
raise their performance. With 20 years’ experience in the further education sector, she is 
dedicated and passionate about raising standards in education and the green agenda.  
 
Taking her experience beyond the classroom into her role as a Mayor of Gosport, a local 
Councillor and as Governor. 
 
Zoe is motivated to realise the challenges we face in today’s society and economy, with a 
belief in localism and building communities to enable change and challenge the norm, she 
shows great character and commitment.  
 
She is passionate about developing a workforce’s entrepreneurial capability and mental health & wellbeing by inspiring 
individuals, building learning communities and creating a culture of connectivity, innovation, and true equality. 
 

 
Richard Summers, Director - Boyle + Summers 
 
Richard Summers is an urban designer and Director of Boyle & Summers. 
 
Recent projects include a master plan for 500 homes in Weymouth, a National Model Design 
Code Pilot for Portsmouth Council, a Vision for Winchester, and a rural housing scheme in a 
Wiltshire village. 
 
Richard is proud of the range of projects Boyle & Summers work on, and of their growing 
reputation as a reliable, proactive, and creative group of designers. 
 
Beyond work he enjoys music, politics, youth work and playing football. 

 

Mark Perry, CEO – VIVID Homes 
 
Mark became Chief Executive of VIVID in April 2017 from his role as Chief Executive of 
Sentinel and previously as Group Commercial Director at Affinity Sutton, now Clarion. 
 
Mark’s well known in the sector with over 25 years of experience in housing and is a key 
business figure in the region and beyond. He also has a strong commercial background and a 
master’s degree in business administration. 
 
Mark is Chair of the National Housing Federation’s Southeast Sounding Board and a Non-
Executive Director at McCarthy & Stone (Shared Ownership). Prior to this, he was the Senior 
Independent Director at Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust. 
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Tim Hancock, Chair of the Business South Regenerate South Action Group & Chairman at Terence O’Rourke 
 
Tim is a chartered town planner and Chairman of leading planning and design practice 
Terence O’Rourke Ltd since April 2020, before which he was the practice’s Managing Director 
since 2003. Tim provides advice to major clients on planning and political strategies to secure 
success for high profile projects. 
 
Tim has nearly 40 years of experience securing planning permissions for a diverse range of 
projects. These include the award-winning McLaren Campus in Woking, Warner Bros. 
Leavesden Studios and Harry Potter Studio Tour, new campuses for the Universities of Surrey, 
Exeter and York, new energy recovery facilities, a geothermal power station for the Eden 
Project and several solar farms around the UK. He has also played a central role in the planning for new communities in 
Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hampshire, and Kent. 
 
Tim is a Business South Board Member, and he also chairs Business South’s Regenerate South Action Group. 
 
 

Rachel Gardner-Poole, Chief Operating Officer, Connected Places Catapult 
 
Rachel has a wealth of experience delivering complex programmes and improving operational 
effectiveness through people, process, and technology. She has a strong background in the 
aviation, science and technology sectors and has worked in leadership roles in IBM, the UK 
Space Agency, and the Civil Aviation Authority.  
 
Rachel is a member of the Jet Zero Council and Chairs the Zero Emission Flight Delivery Group 
which has been established by the government to put the UK in a leading position in the race 
to achieve zero emission flight.  
  
As a Chartered Mathematician, Rachel is a keen advocate for the promotion of STEM and was awarded the AeroTime 
Aviation Achievement Award in recognition for her education and commitment to promoting diversity and inclusion.  
Rachel has always had a keen interest in aviation, obtaining her Commercial Pilot Licence and has flown privately in 4 
continents.  
 
She has been actively involved in charity work for over 20 years, including fundraising for a flying charity which works in 
developing countries and she also co-founded a charity to deliver projects in South Sudan. 
 
 

Cllr Simon Bound, Leader of Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
 
Simon Bound has been Leader of Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council since March 2022. 
He was first elected to the borough council to represent the Rooksdown ward in 2015, joined 
the Cabinet in 2016 as Cabinet Member for Communities and Community Safety and was 
appointed Deputy Leader in 2019. 
 
At the heart of Simon’s council work is single-minded focus on bringing together different 
organisations to deliver what people need, including feeling safe, healthy, and part of their 
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community with easy access to responsive and well-planned services and facilities. This has included being the first 
councillor to serve four terms as the Chair of the Safer North Hampshire Partnership and being a challenging and 
engaged participant in several NHS overview groups and the Hampshire and the Isle of Wight Police and Crime Panel. 
 
Simon is particularly interested in delivering strong and diverse new communities. He is an enthusiastic campaigner for 
social and economic infrastructure. He is also keen to ensure the important community fabric is delivered in new or 
regenerated areas. 
 
Simon has spent much of his life involved in community work as a volunteer. This has covered everything from 
supporting arts groups and artists and highlighting rural issues to setting up facilities and activities for young people. 
With an interest in the effective working of local democracy and continuous council improvement, Simon is a member 
peer for the Local Government Association and is part of the delivery team for the LGA’s flagship leadership programme, 
the Leadership Academy. 
 

 
John Beresford, Managing Director - Buckland Developments  
 
John leads the team at Buckland Development Ltd, having previously run the strategic land 
business at Grainger Plc.  
 
He has over 20 years’ experience as a developer in the residential sector and has overseen the 
delivery of large-scale, complex schemes, including Wellesley in Aldershot and Berewood, 
Waterlooville. While at Grainger Plc, John also set up and managed Grainger Trust Ltd which, 
as a subsidiary of Grainger Plc, is a Registered Provider of affordable homes. Prior to that, 
John started his career working for Bryant Homes and Taylor Woodrow.  
 
Buckland Development is the lead developer of Welborne Garden Village. Located near 
Fareham in Hampshire, the new community will comprise 6000 homes and a Science & Technology Park which, at over 
1M sqft of space, will be the largest commercial development scheme along the M27. 

 
 
Steve Szalay, Operations Director - Southampton Airport   
 
Steve is the Operations Director at Southampton Airport, having had previous roles in Aviation 
including Managing Director of Aberdeen Airport and VP of Ground Handling with Dnata at 
Heathrow. Steve entered aviation as a second career, following 21 years in the Army. 
 
In 2010 he served in Afghanistan working for General Petraeus as a strategist based in the HQ 
and Karzai’s Presidential Palace. He left the Army in 2012 as a Lt Col and commanding officer 
of a REME Battalion in Tidworth. Settling in Salisbury, Southampton has been his local airport 
for the last 12 years. 
 
As well as the pandemic and the loss of Flybe, one of his biggest challenges has been securing 
approval for the runway extension at SOU. 
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Laura Bielinski, Sales Director – Newsquest Media  
 
Laura is Sales Director of LOCALiQ (Newsquest Media Group).  
 
She has over 18 years’ experience in national/local media and marketing.  
 
Laura has held a senior leadership role for more than 10-years and in her current role provides 
marketing solutions for over 3,000 clients across the south coast. 
 
Laura is also Chair of Southampton Chamber of Commerce. 
 
 

 
Cllr Daniel Fitzhenry, Councillor - Southampton City Council   
 
Daniel is an elected local politician in Southampton and the former Leader of Southampton 
City Council with a background of starting and growing companies in the private sector.  
 
He loves meeting people and creating relationships to create new opportunities for everyone 
to prosper and grow together.  
 
He has a keen interest in economics, politics, philosophy, astronomy, neuroscience, and the 
study of people (in all their fascinating ways!) and believes that whatever our vision and 
dreams, we can achieve it by bringing together like-minded people to deliver the mission. 
 
 

 

Professor Jane Parry, Associate Professor – University of Southampton   

 
Jane Parry is an Associate Professor of Work and Employment and Director of the Centre for 

Research on Work and Organisations in Southampton Business School. Her applied research 

looks at how employment, careers and work organisation are changing, and how Human 

Resource Management can respond.  

 
Jane recently sat on the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS) working 

group on The Future of Work, and in 2021 was the highest-ranking academic in HR Magazine’s 

influential thinkers list. A former parliamentary academic fellow for the Parliamentary Office on 

Science and Technology, she undertook research there looking at skills development in policy careers.  Jane led the 

UKRI/ESRC-funded project Work After Lockdown, which  has investigated how lockdown-driven working from home is 

changing how people want to work, and how organisations are learning from this massive disruption to their expectations, 

working closely with practice and policy communities. She has contributed to the Today programme, Financial Times, and 

the Guardian on future of work debates. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/business-school/index.page
https://www.workafterlockdown.uk/
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Joe O'Connor, CEO - 4 Day Week  
 
Joe O’Connor is the Chief Executive Officer of 4 Day Week Global, a not-for-profit company 
supporting organizations from a diverse range of industries worldwide to trial or transition to 
reduced-hour, output-focused working.  
   
He is leading the coordination of 4 Day Week Global’ s pilot programme, with over 180 
employers and almost 10,000 employees from the United States, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, the UK, and Ireland signing up to participate in four-day working week trials in the 
first half of 2022 alone. 
 
Joe is from Ireland but currently based in New York City, where he is leading a research project on work time reduction as 
a visiting scholar at Cornell University. 

 
 

Andrew Stembridge, Executive Director – Iconic Luxury Hotels   
 
Andrew Stembridge is The Executive Director of Iconic Luxury Hotels, a small but exceptional 
collection of some of the UK’s most notable hotels, including Chewton Glen, Cliveden House, 
The Lygon Arms, 11 Cadogan Gardens and recently opened Mayfair Townhouse with an 
annual turnover £75m and 900 strong team. 
 
With over 30 years of international experience in the hospitality industry, Andrew has held a 
number of leadership roles in a diverse range of hotels from the creation of new boutique city 
hotels, to established USA resorts, ground-breaking lifestyle brands and world-renowned UK 
country house hotels.   
 
In 2010 Andrew was awarded the highly coveted title of ‘Hotelier of the Year’ and at the same time was Chairman of the 
Master Innholders being responsible for the creation of the MI Aspiring Leaders’ Diploma. He was also an International 
Board Member of Relais & Châteaux from 2010-2018 and remains on their UK advisory panel.  
 
He is a Fellow of The Institute of Hospitality, Master Innholder, a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Innholders and 
Freeman of the City of London. 

 
 
Richard Eastham, Founding Director - Feria Urbanism  
 
Richard is an urban designer and urban planner with extensive experience in the preparation 
of design strategies and development frameworks. He has particular expertise in engaging 
with local communities to help shape and influence emerging spatial strategies. 
 
Richard is a member of three design review panels, a recognition of his skills and wide 
experience. He has also been nominated as one of the four most inspiring people in the 
planning and design profession by the Royal Town Planning Institute’s 2015 Young Planner 
Survey. He has led the preparation of urban framework plans for Liverpool, Hemel 
Hempstead, Preston, Weymouth, and Bexleyheath.  
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He has also led on the production of neighbourhood plans for community groups in Kent, Hampshire, and East Sussex. 
He has specific experience in the design and planning of the after dark city. Richard is a visiting tutor on the architecture 
course at the Arts University Bournemouth and an urban design teaching fellow at the University of Southampton. 
 
Prior to establishing Feria Urbanism, Richard was an associate director at Terence O’Rourke in Bournemouth, before 
becoming a director at New Master planning in Poole. 
  

 
Clare Chester, Director of Regeneration & Prosperity – East Hampshire District Council  
 
Clare is the Director of Regeneration & Prosperity at East Hampshire District Council, working 
as part of an ambitious leadership team – and leading a talented and passionate group of 
teams and individuals who work to make a big difference to our residents and businesses.   
 
Clare works proudly at the interface between the public and private sector, combining 
leadership skills with a strong commercial acumen and public sector values. 
 
Clare is a Place-Making and Regeneration specialist. As a Chartered surveyor for over 20 
years, Clare’s solid foundation of land and property skills has enabled her to successfully lead 
a range of exciting, complex, and fast-moving projects across the south of England. 
 
Clare works professionally and passionately in all that she does, bringing creativity and energy to maximise opportunities 
and face challenges. 

 
 

Tristan Samuels, Director of Regeneration – Portsmouth City Council 
 
Tristan is an experienced chartered surveyor with a background of senior positions in both the 
public and private sectors.  

Tristan started in his position as director of Regeneration at Portsmouth City Council in 2017, 
creating a new Directorate which brought together existing teams into a single collaborative 
unit focused on delivering a Cultural Regeneration for Portsmouth.  

While the team remains focused on successfully growing the Cities economy, priorities have 
recently changed. With the council declaring a Climate Emergency and commencing a journey 
to be carbon neutral by 2030 alongside the pandemic, these significant changes have been 
taken into account as Regeneration continues to lead the city into a healthier, cleaner, greener, and smarter future. 

This is Tristan's second local authority role following nearly ten years as head of development, growth, planning and 
housing at Westminster City Council where he developed a pipeline of regeneration and commercial property projects. 

 
Andy Hodgkinson, Director – Lambert Smith Hampton 
 
 
 

 

 


