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GROWING TOGETHER

ALLIANCE
BUSINESS UPDATE AT
HOUSE OF COMMONS
RECEPTION

Business leaders, local authority chiefs, Mayors and MPs gathered
for a reception at the House of Commons in January to hear the
latest updates from the Growing Together Alliance.

A key area of focus for the Growing
Together Alliance has been
championing more effective place
based economic strategies to boost
regional productivity, delivered
through a greater level of
engagement between Central
Government and regional bodies to
develop policies for good growth.

Thank you to all Business South
champions, who attended the
reception which was supported
by Deloitte.

We are proud to be part of the
alliance with Advanced Oxford,
BusinessLDN, Business West,
Cambridge Ahead, The Northern
Powerhouse Partnership, and
North West Business Lead ership
Team.

Dame Chi Onwurah MP delivered
the keynote and Henri Murison
led the panel discussion with
Richard Bray Harriet Fear MBE
and Rob Bridge.
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WHAT IS
DEVOLUTION AND
WHAT'S HAPPENING
NOW?

WHAT IS DEVOLUTION?
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WHAT IS A MAYOR?
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WHAT IS LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION?
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SO WHAT IS HAPPENING CURRENTLY IN HAMPSHIRE & THE
SOLENT?
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WHEN WILL WE
HAVE A MAYOR?

WHEN WILL WE HAVE A
MAYOR?

Hampshire and the Solent was
identified as a Devolution priority

area. However, the Mayoral election

will not take place until May 2028,

following the decision that priority

areas must complete LGR first to
ensure that incoming Mayors
inherit structures fit for purpose.
Candidates have already come
forward, and it's worth residents
and businesses beginning to
understand their platforms.

DO WE HAVE THE NEW
AUTHORITIES AND THE OLD
AUTHORITIES AT THE SAME
TIME?

Between now and April 2028, the
existing and new authorities will
operate in parallel during a
transition period. When the Mayor
is elected in May 2028, the
Foundational Strategic Authority
will become a Mayoral Strategic
Authority.

WHEN WILL THE REGION BE
ABLE TO ACCESS FUNDING?

After 18 months, the Mayor can look

to agree an integrated settlement

with central government, which will

allow us access to significant
funding opportunities.

WHAT CAN THE
FOUNDATIONAL STRATEGIC
AUTHORITY DO BEFORE THE
MAYOR ARRIVES?

The Foundational Strategic
Authority will be looking to
establish the foundations of
regional growth. For example the
authority could look to complete
their Spatial Development Plan,
which will identify development
potential for the region prior to the
Mayor's arrival.

WHAT CAN BUSINESSES DO
WHILST ALL OF THIS
CHANGE IS HAPPENING IN
THE SECTOR?

| advise that businesses take the
time to understand the changing
landscape of local government
and how their region may be
affected. It is important to
remember that we, as local
businesses, can be the constant
through this immense period of
change.
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Action Group Roundup

Housing Group

The first scoping meeting was held with Group Chair Chris Rees, to
discuss the priorities and agenda for the new Leisure and
Wellbeing Action Group. If you would like to join the group, please
get in touch with Joe@businesssouth.org.

Next meeting: 23 April in person, venue TBC

The group’s Co-Chairs, Sam Clough and Shaun Stevens, have each been leading the development of
strategy papers on Energy and on Water.
Next meeting: 31 March, 10:00-11:00 on Teams.
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ACTION GROUP

CHAIRS

WE CATCH UP WITH OUR ACTION GROUPS CHAIRS
TO TALK STRATEGIC DIRECTION IN 2026
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Building Skills and Awareness
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Championing Sector Advocacy
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Driving Integrated Transport and Electrification
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A Vision for Success
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ACTION GROUP
CHAIRS

WE CATCH UP WITH OUR ACTION GROUPS CHAIRS
TO TALK STRATEGIC DIRECTION IN 2026
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CENTRAL SOUTH FOOD &
DRINK TRADE EXPO

BUYERS FROM THE
CRUISE INDUSTRY,
HOSPITALITY AND
BEYOND MET FOOD AND
DRINK PRODUCERS

FROM ACROSS THE
REGION AT THE CENTRAL
SOUTH FOOD AND DRINK
TRADE EXPO.

The event, which is organised by
Business South in association
with partners including
Hampshire Fare, Carnival UK,
Comax, Cavendish Ships Stores,
Polymedia PR and marketing,
and Hilton Southampton Utilita
Bowl, attracted 400 people
through the door to the produce
showcase event.

Buyers including major names
such as Carnival UK, Fred Olsen
Cruise Lines, Marwell Zoo and Dike
& Son Ltd attended the event
alongside 70 producers of
everything from cheese and
gelato to chocolate and spicy
sauces.
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Watch the Central
South Food & Drink

Trade EXPO video
HERE
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MOVING ON UP

The Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Winchester,
Professor Sarah Greer CBE has
announced her retirement, after
working for almost 30 years in
Higher Education.

Read more

Trethowans is delighted to
announce the appointment of
Alice Balcombe as a Partner in its
highly regarded Family team,
based in Winchester.

Alice brings extensive expertise in
all aspects of family law, with a
particular focus on the financial
elements of divorce.

Read more

TRETHOWANS ADDS TWO PARTNERS TO EXPAND
EMPLOYMENT AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES
Trethowans is delighted to welcome Charlotte Farrell and Tabytha

Cunningham to further strengthen the employment team and offer
clients the benefit of immigration advice.

Charlotte and Tabytha are highly experienced employment and
immigration specialists who have worked together since 2017.

Read more

TOP APPRENTICES
CELEBRATED AT
UNIVERSITY AWARDS
EVENT

The University of Winchester
celebrated the achievements of
students taking apprenticeship
degrees at a special awards
ceremony.

Seven apprentices from the
Faculties of Health and Wellbeing
and Business and Digital
Technologies were honoured at
the event.

Read more
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