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19 - 21 MAY, LEEDS
UKREiiF connects people, places and
businesses to accelerate and unlock
sustainable, inclusive and
transformational investment

The Central South will have an
exhibition stand in the Royal
Armouries Hall and a partner session
on the Public Sector stage on the
opening day, Tuesday 19th May 2026.

Please register for UKREiiF 2026 HERE

BUSINESS SOUTH
INVESTMENT NEWS

Why invest in the  
CENTRAL SOUTH?

MIPIM
2026

Central South at 
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A key area of focus for the Growing
Together Alliance has been
championing more effective place
based economic strategies to boost
regional productivity, delivered
through a greater level of
engagement between Central
Government and regional bodies to
develop policies for good growth.

GROWING TOGETHER
ALLIANCE
BUSINESS UPDATE AT 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 
RECEPTION

Business leaders, local authority chiefs, Mayors and MPs gathered
for a reception at the House of Commons in January to hear the
latest updates from the Growing Together Alliance.

Thank you to all Business South
champions, who attended the
reception which was supported
by Deloitte. 

We are proud to be part of the
alliance with Advanced Oxford,
BusinessLDN, Business West,
Cambridge Ahead, The Northern
Powerhouse Partnership, and
North West Business Leadership
Team. 

Dame Chi Onwurah MP delivered
the keynote and Henri Murison
led the panel discussion with
Richard Bray Harriet Fear MBE
and Rob Bridge.
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WHAT IS DEVOLUTION?
EǸʬɐȺʔʌȡɐɅ ȡɾ Ǎǩɐʔʌ ǱɶȡʬȡɅȓ ȓɶɐʭʌț ȡɅ Ǎ ʭǍʳ ʌțǍʌ ɶǸȒȺǸǪʌɾ ʌțǸ ʔɅȡɵʔǸ
ɅǸǸǱɾ ɐȒ ɐʔɶ ɶǸȓȡɐɅṣ uʌ ɶǸɳɶǸɾǸɅʌɾ Ǎ ȒʔɅǱǍɃǸɅʌǍȺ ɾțȡȒʌ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ɶǸȺǍʌȡɐɅɾțȡɳ
ǩǸʌʭǸǸɅ ȺɐǪǍȺ ǍɶǸǍɾ ǍɅǱ ğǸɾʌɃȡɅɾʌǸɶṣ æɐʭǸɶṞ ǍɅǱ ǸʬǸɅʌʔǍȺȺʳ ȒʔɅǱȡɅȓṞ
ʭȡȺȺ ɃɐʬǸ ɐʔʌ ɐȒ ǪǸɅʌɶǍȺ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ ǍɅǱ ȡɅʌɐ ɶǸȓȡɐɅǍȺ țǍɅǱɾṣ ÿțȡɾ
ɾțɐʔȺǱ ǸɅǍǩȺǸ ȺɐǪǍȺ ǱǸǪȡɾȡɐɅɾ ʌɐ ǩǸ ʌǍȶǸɅ ʭțȡǪț ǍɶǸ ʌǍȡȺɐɶǸǱ ʌɐ ɾɐǪȡǍȺ
ǍɅǱ ȓǸɐȓɶǍɳțȡǪǍȺ ǪȡɶǪʔɃɾʌǍɅǪǸɾṣ 

WHAT IS A MAYOR? 
ÿɐ ǸɅǍǩȺǸ ǱǸʬɐȺʔʌȡɐɅṞ ǸǍǪț ɶǸȓȡɐɅ ʭȡȺȺ țǍʬǸ ǍɅ ǸȺǸǪʌǸǱ ¶ǍʳɐɶṞ ɾǸɶʬȡɅȓ Ǎ
ᶲ ʳǸǍɶ ʌǸɶɃṞ ʭțɐ ǍǪʌɾ Ǎɾ Ǎ ʌɶʔǸ >țǍɃɳȡɐɅ ɐȒ æȺǍǪǸṝ ǍǱʬɐǪǍʌȡɅȓ Ȓɐɶ
ɶǸȓȡɐɅǍȺ ɳɶȡɐɶȡʌȡǸɾ ȡɅ ǪǸɅʌɶǍȺ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌṞ ʔɅȺɐǪȶȡɅȓ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌṞ
ǸɅǍǩȺȡɅȓ ǍǪǪǸɾɾ ʌɐ ȡɅʬǸɾʌɃǸɅʌ ǍɅǱ ɾțǍɳȡɅȓ ȺɐɅȓ‑ʌǸɶɃ ɶǸȓǸɅǸɶǍʌȡɐɅ
ǍǪɶɐɾɾ ʭȡǱǸɶ ɾʌɶǍʌǸȓȡǪ ȓǸɐȓɶǍɳțȡǸɾṣ 

WHAT IS LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION? 
¬ɐǪǍȺ gɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ éǸɐɶȓǍɅȡɾǍʌȡɐɅ ṵ¬géṶ ȡɾ Ǎǩɐʔʌ ǪțǍɅȓȡɅȓ ʌțǸ
ɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸɾ ɐȒ ȺɐǪǍȺ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌṣ ÿțȡɾ ȡɅʬɐȺʬǸɾ ȓɐȡɅȓ ȒɶɐɃ ɾɃǍȺȺǸɶ
ǍʔʌțɐɶȡʌȡǸɾ ʌɐ ȺǍɶȓǸɶ ǍʔʌțɐɶȡʌȡǸɾṞ ǸɅǪɐʔɶǍȓȡɅȓ ǪɐȺȺǍǩɐɶǍʌȡɐɅ ǍɅǱ
ɾʌɶǸǍɃȺȡɅȡɅȓ ɾǸɶʬȡǪǸɾṣ ÿțȡɾ ɳɶɐǪǸɾɾ țǍɾ ǩǸǸɅ ǪɐɃɳȺǸʌǸǱ ȡɅ ɳȺǍǪǸɾ ȺȡȶǸ
EɐɶɾǸʌ ǍɅǱ ğȡȺʌɾțȡɶǸṣ ñɐɃǸ ɳȺǍǪǸɾṞ ɾʔǪț Ǎɾ oǍɃɳɾțȡɶǸ ǍɅǱ ʌțǸ ñɐȺǸɅʌ
ǍɶǸ ȓɐȡɅȓ ʌțɶɐʔȓț ǱǸʬɐȺʔʌȡɐɅṞ ǍɅǱ ¬ɐǪǍȺ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ ɶǸɐɶȓǍɅȡɾǍʌȡɐɅṞ Ǎʌ
ʌțǸ ɾǍɃǸ ʌȡɃǸṣ 

SO WHAT IS HAPPENING CURRENTLY IN HAMPSHIRE & THE
SOLENT?
fȡɶɾʌ ǍɅǱ ȒɐɶǸɃɐɾʌ ʭǸ ǍɶǸ ǍʭǍȡʌȡɅȓ ǪɐɅȒȡɶɃǍʌȡɐɅ ɐȒ ɐʔɶ ɅǸʭ ʔɅȡʌǍɶʳ
Ǎʔʌțɐɶȡʌʳ ǩɐʔɅǱǍɶȡǸɾ ʭțȡǪț ɾțɐʔȺǱ ǩǸ ǪɐɅȒȡɶɃǸǱ ȡɅ ¶ǍɶǪț ᶰᶮᶰᶴṣ ÿțǸ
ɅǸʲʌ ɃǍȲɐɶ ɃȡȺǸɾʌɐɅǸ ȡɾ ʌțǸ ǪɶǸǍʌȡɐɅ ɐȒ ʌțǸ fɐʔɅǱǍʌȡɐɅǍȺ ñʌɶǍʌǸȓȡǪ
!ʔʌțɐɶȡʌʳ Ȓɐɶ oǍɃɳɾțȡɶǸ ǍɅǱ ʌțǸ ñɐȺǸɅʌ ȡɅ ñɳɶȡɅȓ ᶰᶮᶰᶴṣ ÿɐǱǍʳṞ ʌțǸ
ɶǸȓȡɐɅ țǍɾ ᶯᶳ ǪɐʔɅǪȡȺɾ ɃǍǱǸ ʔɳ ɐȒ ǪɐʔɅʌʳṞ ǩɐɶɐʔȓțɾṞ ǱȡɾʌɶȡǪʌɾ ǍɅǱ
ʔɅȡʌǍɶʳ ǍʔʌțɐɶȡʌȡǸɾṣ ğǸ ǍɶǸ ȺȡȶǸȺʳ ʌɐ ɾǸǸ ʌțǍʌ ɅʔɃǩǸɶ ɶǸǱʔǪǸ ʌɐ ᶳ ʔɅȡʌǍɶʳ
ǍʔʌțɐɶȡʌȡǸɾṣ MȺǸǪʌȡɐɅɾ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸɾǸ ǍʔʌțɐɶȡʌȡǸɾ ʭȡȺȺ ʌǍȶǸ ɳȺǍǪǸ ȡɅ ¶Ǎʳ ᶰᶮᶰᶵṣ 

WHAT IS
DEVOLUTION AND
WHAT’S HAPPENING
NOW?
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WHEN WILL WE
HAVE A MAYOR? 

WHAT CAN THE
FOUNDATIONAL STRATEGIC
AUTHORITY DO BEFORE THE
MAYOR ARRIVES? 
The Foundational Strategic
Authority will be looking to
establish the foundations of
regional growth. For example the
authority could look to complete
their Spatial Development Plan,
which will identify development
potential for the region prior to the
Mayor’s arrival. 

WHAT CAN BUSINESSES DO
WHILST ALL OF THIS
CHANGE IS HAPPENING IN
THE SECTOR?
I advise that businesses take the
time to understand the changing
landscape of local government
and how their region may be
affected. It is important to
remember that we, as local
businesses, can be the constant
through this immense period of
change. 

WHEN WILL WE HAVE A
MAYOR? 
Hampshire and the Solent was
identified as a Devolution priority
area. However, the Mayoral election
will not take place until May 2028,
following the decision that priority
areas must complete LGR first to
ensure that incoming Mayors
inherit structures fit for purpose.
Candidates have already come
forward, and it’s worth residents
and businesses beginning to
understand their platforms.

DO WE HAVE THE NEW
AUTHORITIES AND THE OLD
AUTHORITIES AT THE SAME
TIME? 
Between now and April 2028, the
existing and new authorities will
operate in parallel during a
transition period. When the Mayor
is elected in May 2028, the
Foundational Strategic Authority
will become a Mayoral Strategic
Authority.

WHEN WILL THE REGION BE
ABLE TO ACCESS FUNDING? 
After 18 months, the Mayor can look
to agree an integrated settlement
with central government, which will
allow us access to significant
funding opportunities. 

https://businesssouth.org/about/


Action Group Roundup
Maritime Transport Action Group

People South

Housing Group

Energy & Utilities

The group’s Co-Chairs, Sam Clough and Shaun Stevens, have each been leading the development of
strategy papers on Energy and on Water. 
Next meeting: 31 March, 10:00–11:00 on Teams.

Sustainable South

Leisure & Wellbeing

The first scoping meeting was held with Group Chair Chris Rees, to
discuss the priorities and agenda for the new Leisure and
Wellbeing Action Group. If you would like to join the group, please
get in touch with Joe@businesssouth.org.
Next meeting: 23 April in person, venue TBC

https://businesssouth.org/about/
mailto:joe@businesssouth.org


¶ÿ!g æɶȡɐɶȡʌȡǸɾ Ȓɐɶ ᶰᶮᶰᶴṝ æǍʬȡɅȓ ʌțǸ ğǍʳ Ȓɐɶ >ǸɅʌɶǍȺ ñɐʔʌțẏɾ ¶ǍɶȡʌȡɃǸ
ǍɅǱ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ñʔǪǪǸɾɾṣ

ñȡɅǪǸ ȡʌɾ ȡɅǪǸɳʌȡɐɅ ȡɅ ᶰᶮᶯᶷṞ ʌțǸ ¶ǍɶȡʌȡɃǸ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ !ǪʌȡɐɅ gɶɐʔɳ ṵ¶ÿ!gṶ
țǍɾ ǩǸǸɅ ȡɅɾʌɶʔɃǸɅʌǍȺ ȡɅ ɾțǍɳȡɅȓ Ǎ ɳɶɐɾɳǸɶɐʔɾ ȒʔʌʔɶǸ Ȓɐɶ >ǸɅʌɶǍȺ
ñɐʔʌțẏɾ ɃǍɶȡʌȡɃǸ ǍɅǱ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ɾǸǪʌɐɶɾṣ !ɾ ᶰᶮᶰᶴ ǍɳɳɶɐǍǪțǸɾṞ ¶ÿ!g
ɶǸɃǍȡɅɾ ȒɐǪʔɾǸǱ ɐɅ ʌțɶǸǸ ɾʌɶǍʌǸȓȡǪ ɳɶȡɐɶȡʌȡǸɾṝ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳȡɅȓ ȡɅǱʔɾʌɶʳ ɾȶȡȺȺɾṞ
ǍɃɳȺȡȒʳȡɅȓ ʌțǸ ɾǸǪʌɐɶẏɾ ʬɐȡǪǸṞ ǍɅǱ ǍǱʬǍɅǪȡɅȓ ȡɅʌǸȓɶǍʌǸǱ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ǍɅǱ
ǸȺǸǪʌɶȡȒȡǪǍʌȡɐɅṣ

Building Skills and Awareness
! ɾȶȡȺȺǸǱṞ ȒʔʌʔɶǸẁɶǸǍǱʳ ʭɐɶȶȒɐɶǪǸ ȡɾ ǸɾɾǸɅʌȡǍȺṞ ǍɅǱ ¶ÿ!g ǪɐɅʌȡɅʔǸɾ ʌɐ
ɳɶɐɃɐʌǸ ɃǍɶȡʌȡɃǸ ǍɅǱ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ǪǍɶǸǸɶɾ ʌțɶɐʔȓț ʌțǸ ¶ǍɶȡʌȡɃǸ
ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ >ǍɶǸǸɶɾ æɶɐȓɶǍɃɃǸ ṵ¶ÿ>æṶṞ ʭɐɶȶȡɅȓ ʭȡʌț ǸǱʔǪǍʌɐɶɾṞ ʌɶǍȡɅȡɅȓ
ɳɶɐʬȡǱǸɶɾṞ ǍɅǱ ǪɐɃɃʔɅȡʌȡǸɾ ʌɐ ɶǍȡɾǸ ǍʭǍɶǸɅǸɾɾ ǍɅǱ ǍǱǱɶǸɾɾ ɾȶȡȺȺɾ ȓǍɳɾṣ
ÿțǸ ȡɅȡʌȡǍʌȡʬǸ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌɾ ȺȡȒǸȺɐɅȓ ȺǸǍɶɅȡɅȓ ǍɅǱ ǸɅɾʔɶǸɾ Ǎ ɾʌɶɐɅȓ ʌǍȺǸɅʌ
ɳȡɳǸȺȡɅǸ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ɶǸȓȡɐɅṣ

Championing Sector Advocacy
¶ÿ!g ɾǸɶʬǸɾ Ǎɾ Ǎ ʔɅȡȒȡǸǱ ʬɐȡǪǸ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ɾǸǪʌɐɶṞ ǸɅȓǍȓȡɅȓ ʭȡʌț ȺɐǪǍȺ ǍɅǱ
ɅǍʌȡɐɅǍȺ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ ʌɐ ɾțǍɳǸ ɳɐȺȡǪʳ ǍɅǱ ɾʌɶǍʌǸȓ ṣr !ɾ ʌțǸ ɶǸȓȡɐɅ
ʌɶǍɅɾȡʌȡɐɅɾ ʌțɶɐʔȓț ¬ɐǪǍȺ gɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ éǸɐɶȓǍɅȡɾǍʌȡɐɅ ṵ¬géṶ ǍɅǱ
ʌɐʭǍɶǱɾ Ǎ ¶ǍʳɐɶǍȺ >ɐɃǩȡɅǸǱ !ʔʌțɐɶȡʌʳ ṵ¶>!ṶṞ ¶ÿ!g ɳȺǍʳɾ Ǎ ȶǸʳ ɶɐȺǸ ȡɅ
ʌɶǍɅɾȺǍʌȡɅȓ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅɾ ȡɅʌɐ ɳɶǍǪʌȡǪǍȺṞ ȺɐǪǍȺȺʳ ɶǸȺǸʬǍɅʌ
ɾɐȺʔʌȡɐɅɾṣ

Driving Integrated Transport and Electrification
¶ÿ!g ǪɐɅʌȡɅʔǸɾ ʌɐ ǍǱʬɐǪǍʌǸ Ȓɐɶ ɾǸǍɃȺǸɾɾṞ ɾʔɾʌǍȡɅǍǩȺǸ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ
ɾʳɾʌǸɃɾṣ =ʳ ɳɶɐɃɐʌȡɅȓ ǸȺǸǪʌɶȡȒȡǪǍʌȡɐɅ ǍɅǱ ȡɅʌǸȓɶǍʌȡɐɅ ǍǪɶɐɾɾ ɃǍɶȡʌȡɃǸṞ
ǍȡɶṞ ɶǍȡȺṞ ǍɅǱ ɶɐǍǱṞ ¶ÿ!g ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌɾ ȡɅȒɶǍɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸ ɳɶɐȲǸǪʌɾ ʌțǍʌ ǍȺȡȓɅ
ǸɅʬȡɶɐɅɃǸɅʌǍȺ ȓɐǍȺɾ ʭȡʌț ǸǪɐɅɐɃȡǪ ȓɶɐʭʌțṣ

A Vision for Success
¶ÿ!gẏɾ ᶰᶮᶰᶴ ɳɶȡɐɶȡʌȡǸɾ ɶǸȒȺǸǪʌ Ǎ ǪȺǸǍɶ ǪɐɃɃȡʌɃǸɅʌ ʌɐ ǸǪɐɅɐɃȡǪ
ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌ ʌțɶɐʔȓț ɾȶȡȺȺɾṞ ǍǱʬɐǪǍǪ Ṟr ǍɅǱ ȡɅɅɐʬǍʌȡɐɅṣ ÿțǸ ɳǍʌț ǍțǸǍǱ ȡɾ
ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐʔɾṞ ǍɅǱ ¶ÿ!g ȡɾ ǪțǍɶʌȡɅȓ ʌțǸ ǪɐʔɶɾǸṣ

éǸȓǸɅǸɶǍʌǸ ñɐʔʌț

ACTION GROUP 
CHAIRS

WE CATCH UP WITH OUR ACTION GROUPS CHAIRS
TO TALK STRATEGIC DIRECTION IN 2026

FRAN COLLINS
CEO RED FUNNEL
MARITIME & TRANSPORT
ACTION GROUP

¶ǍɶȡʌȡɃǸ Ἁ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ !ǪʌȡɐɅ gɶɐʔɳ
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Regenerate South

ACTION GROUP 
CHAIRS

WE CATCH UP WITH OUR ACTION GROUPS CHAIRS
TO TALK STRATEGIC DIRECTION IN 2026
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DAN WALSTER
ASSISTANT BUILDING
SURVEYOR
ATKINSRÉALIS

Sustainable South
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https://businesssouth.org/25-02-2026-southampton-businesses-urge-government-action-on-critical-hgv-testing-shortages/
https://businesssouth.org/28-01-2026-new-partnership-formed-to-develop-site-of-southamptons-former-toys-r-us/
https://businesssouth.org/28-01-2026-back-the-bid-portsmouth-2029-uk-city-of-culture-bid/
https://businesssouth.org/17-02-2026-the-british-science-festival-is-heading-to-southampton-in-2026/


https://businesssouth.org/17-02-2026-hsdc-fosters-local-music-talent-through-industry-week/
https://businesssouth.org/28-01-2026-central-south-food-and-drink-showcased-to-top-uk-buyers-as-major-trade-expo-announced/
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CENTRAL SOUTH FOOD &
DRINK TRADE EXPO
BUYERS FROM THE
CRUISE INDUSTRY,
HOSPITALITY AND
BEYOND MET FOOD AND
DRINK PRODUCERS
FROM ACROSS THE
REGION AT THE CENTRAL
SOUTH FOOD AND DRINK
TRADE EXPO.
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The event, which is organised by
Business South in association
with partners including
Hampshire Fare, Carnival UK,
Comax, Cavendish Ships Stores,
Polymedia PR and marketing,
and Hilton Southampton Utilita
Bowl, attracted 400 people
through the door to the produce
showcase event.

Buyers including major names
such as Carnival UK, Fred Olsen
Cruise Lines, Marwell Zoo and Dike
& Son Ltd attended the event
alongside 70 producers of
everything from cheese and
gelato to chocolate and spicy
sauces.

https://businesssouth.org/about/


Book Now
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Watch the Central
South Food & Drink
Trade EXPO video

HERE
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Trethowans is delighted to welcome Charlotte Farrell and Tabytha
Cunningham to further strengthen the employment team and offer
clients the benefit of immigration advice.

Charlotte and Tabytha are highly experienced employment and
immigration specialists who have worked together since 2017. 

Read more

MOVING ON UP

The Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Winchester,
Professor Sarah Greer CBE has
announced her retirement, after
working for almost 30 years in
Higher Education.

Read more

Trethowans is delighted to
announce the appointment of
Alice Balcombe as a Partner in its
highly regarded Family team,
based in Winchester.

Alice brings extensive expertise in
all aspects of family law, with a
particular focus on the financial
elements of divorce.

Read more

TRETHOWANS ADDS TWO PARTNERS TO EXPAND
EMPLOYMENT AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES

TOP APPRENTICES
CELEBRATED AT
UNIVERSITY AWARDS
EVENT

The University of Winchester
celebrated the achievements of
students taking apprenticeship
degrees at a special awards
ceremony. 

Seven apprentices from the
Faculties of Health and Wellbeing
and Business and Digital
Technologies were honoured at
the event. 

Read more

413*/(�������

https://www.trethowans.com/people/charlotte-farrell/
https://www.trethowans.com/people/tabytha-cunningham/
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https://businesssouth.org/01-02-2026-trethowans-adds-two-partners-to-expand-employment-and-immigration-services/
https://businesssouth.org/11-02-2026-winchester-vice-chancellor-sarah-greer-to-retire-at-the-end-of-the-academic-year/
https://businesssouth.org/04-02-2026-trethowans-welcomes-alice-balcombe-as-partner-in-the-family-team/
https://businesssouth.org/24-02-2026-top-apprentices-celebrated-at-university-awards-event/
https://businesssouth.org/04-02-2026-six-new-trainees-join-hwb-as-accountancy-firm-expands-team/
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https://businesssouth.org/events/central-south-investors-lunch-at-mipim-175/
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https://businesssouth.org/events/start-networking-2-127-262-453/
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