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ALL-PARTY
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

CENTRAL SOUTH MEETING & EGM
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Download the full report on the
Business South website HERE


https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-quigley-mp-422b4314b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-quigley-mp-422b4314b/
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23centralsouth&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://businesssouth.org/about/
https://businesssouth.org/is-the-central-south-the-picture-of-prosperity-we-all-assume/
https://businesssouth.org/projects/appg/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fran-collins-bbb3a8b/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aorganization_admin_admin_page_posts_published%3B4acc944f-e45d-49bf-9f0d-9598f3357e44
https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnflackett/
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https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7474748068274446336
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THE MOST EXCITING
RACING ON WATER IS
RETURNING TO
PORTSMOUTH
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SailGP marked a month to go until the Emirates Great
Britain Sail Grand Prix in Portsmouth at a special event in
central London.





https://sailgp.com/races/2026/great-britain-sail-grand-prix-portsmouth/overview/
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MOVING ON UP

TRETHOWANS PROMOTES
THREE LAWYERS TO
PARTNER AS FIRM
CONTINUES STRATEGIC
GROWTH

Leading law firm Trethowans has
announced the promotion of
Bonnie Ward, Dan Clark and
Katie Bickerstaff to Partner,
marking another significant
milestone in the firm’s continued
growth.

Read more

LESTER ALDRIDGE
ANNOUNCES TWO PARTNER
PROMOTIONS

A celebration of talent and commitment across the firm’s Winchester, Bournemouth, and Southampton

offices

Paris Smith is delighted to announce the promotion of five outstanding lawyers to Partner from 1 April 2026,
reflecting the firm’s ongoing commitment to nurturing talent and delivering exceptional client service.

Read more


https://businesssouth.org/paris-smith-llp-announces-promotion-of-five-new-partners-across-hampshire-and-dorset/
https://businesssouth.org/councillor-dave-penny-elected-as-new-forest-district-council-chairman/
https://businesssouth.org/trethowans-promotes-three-lawyers-to-partner-as-firm-continues-strategic-growth/
https://businesssouth.org/lester-aldridge-announces-two-partner-promotions/
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DATES FOR YOUR
DIARY

EVENT CALENDAR
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	A word or two from  the Editor
	Kate Pearce
	KATE PEARCE
	HEAD OF STRATEGY


	IS THE CENTRAL SOUTH THE PICTURE OF PROSPERITY WE ALL ASSUME?
	The meeting brought together MPs from across the Central South, alongside business leaders and local councillors and highlighted the need for a collaborative action plan to address NEETS (Not in Education, Employment, or Training) in the region.

	HSCCA FORMALLY ESTABLISHED FOLLOWING PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL
	LOOKING FORWARD
	WE ARE AMBITIOUS ABOUT WHAT WE CAN ACHIEVE
	HSCCA WILL NOW BEGIN ESTABLISHING AN ORGANISATION THAT WILL DELIVER ON ITS PRIORITIES ACROSS THE REGION
	For more information on the new Authority, visit HSCCA
	WE’RE READY TO WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE DEVOLUTION
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	BURNHAM IS BACK. WHAT HAPPENS TO LABOUR NOW?
	Central South – Accelerating Regional Growth

	NHS UPDATE
	UNLOCKING KEY WORKER HOUSING ACROSS HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT
	SHARRON COLLINS  SPECIALISES IN COLLABORATIVE SOLUTIONS BETWEEN HEALTH, HOUSING, SOCIAL CARE, POLICE, PRISON, PROBATION AND VCSE
	PATRICK FOWLER SPECIALISES IN ACROSS HOUSING, HEALTH, & LOCAL AUTHORITY COLLABORATION
	41% of staff are considering relocating because of housing pressures.
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG

	LOCAL COLLABORATION AND NATIONAL POLICY MUST ALIGN
	Sharon continued “Working alongside Business South has enabled us to engage with the APPG (Central South) where we gained cross-party support from MPs and commitment to influence and champion local site opportunities as well as press for cross-government policy alignment which will unlock affordable housing at scale”.



	NHS UPDATE
	UNLOCKING KEY WORKER HOUSING ACROSS HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	SAILGP
	ONE MONTH TO BRITISH SAIL RACING SHOWPIECE
	WE’RE READY TO WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE DEVOLUTION
	For more information and tickets, visit SAILGP.
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	Action Group Roundup
	Maritime Transport Action Group
	the next MTAG Action Group meeting will be on 15th July 2026, from 12:00 - 14:00, at the Harbour Hotel.

	Energy & Utilities
	The next MTAG Action Group meeting will be on 15th July 2026, from 12:00 - 14:00, at the Harbour Hotel.

	Leisure & Wellbeing
	Chaired by Chris Rees (ReesLeisure), the next Leisure & Wellbeing Action Group Meeting will meet on 1st October 2026, from 14:00 - 16:00, at Marwell Zoo.
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	Action Group Roundup
	People South
	The next People South Action Group meeting is scheduled for 16th September 2026, between 10:00 - 11:00 on Teams.

	Regenerate South
	The next Regenerate South Action Group meeting will be held on 19th August 2026, 10:00 - 11:00, on Teams.

	Social Value
	The next Social Value meeting will be on 2nd July 2026, from 14:00 - 15:00, on Teams.
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	Action Group Roundup
	Sustainable South
	The next Housing Group Meeting will be on 1st July 2026, from 14:00 - 16:00 at Halnaker Hill Farm

	Housing Group
	The next Housing Group Meeting will be on 9th September 2026, from 15:00 - 16:00 on TEAMS.
	To join one of our Action Groups, please email Joe@businesssouth.org
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	SKILLS & TRAINING
	WHY YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT SHOULD MATTER TO ALL OF US IN BUSINESS - ESPECIALLY HERE IN THE SOLENT
	JODI FAIR, REGIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH AND PARTNERSHIP MANAGER AT SOLENT GROWTH PARTNERSHIP, EXPLORES WHY YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT MATTERS TO EVERY BUSINESS – NOT JUST AS A SOCIAL CHALLENGE, BUT AS A GROWTH ISSUE FOR OUR REGION.
	Drawing on her experience working closely with employers, Jodi highlights how supporting young people into work is key to building a stronger, more resilient local economy. She brings a clear, no‑nonsense perspective on the role businesses can play – whether that’s developing skills, creating opportunities, or helping shape future talent.
	The national picture is shifting – and not in the right direction
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG




	SKILLS & TRAINING
	What this looks like on the ground in the Solent?
	The disappearing first rung on the ladder
	The hiring paradox: when entry-level isn’t ‘low cost’ anymore
	The result?
	Continued...
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	SKILLS & TRAINING
	WHY YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT SHOULD MATTER TO ALL OF US IN BUSINESS - ESPECIALLY HERE IN THE SOLENT
	The mismatch problem still at the heart of it
	Why businesses really need to pay attention?
	YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT IS RISING, ENTRY-LEVEL OPPORTUNITIES ARE SHRINKING, AND MORE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE FALLING INTO THE NEET CATEGORY
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	SKILLS & TRAINING
	WHY YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT SHOULD MATTER TO ALL OF US IN BUSINESS - ESPECIALLY HERE IN THE SOLENT
	So where do we go from here?
	For Businesses:
	For the system (and where partnerships matter):
	HSDC confirmed as the top-performing college in South Hampshire for apprenticeships
	Read more >
	SUMMER / 2026

	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	YOUTH JOBS GRANT
	£3,000 FOR EVERY ELIGIBLE YOUNG PERSON THEY HIRED
	Further information about the Youth Jobs Grant

	University of Southampton delighted to appoint new Vice-Chancellor
	Darren Paffey is the  Labour Member of Parliament for Southampton Itchen
	Professor Charlie Jeffery CBE
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	CITY OF PORTSMOUTH COLLEGE IS HELPING EMPLOYERS CLOSE THE CONSTRUCTION SKILLS GAPTHROUGH COLLABORATION, INNOVATION AND INVESTMENT IN FUTURE TALENT

	BUILDING THE WORKFORCE BEHIND REGIONAL GROWTH
	NAOMI BEER - BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVE, CITY OF PORTSMOUTH COLLEGE
	Who will build the future?
	Our approach is simple: education should be shaped by industry.
	SUMMER / 2026

	At City of Portsmouth College, we’re proud to play our part - but we can’t do it alone.

	BUILDING THE WORKFORCE BEHIND REGIONAL GROWTH
	SUMMER / 2026

	BUSINESS LUNCH
	KATE PEARCE, HEAD OF STRATEGY AT BUSINESS SOUTH SITS DOWN FOR AN ALFRESCO BUSINESS LUNCH WITH VANESSA GOOD, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER, SCAPE.
	With temperatures steadily rising, an al fresco business lunch seemed in order – and where better to sit in the shade than at the idyllic Balmer Lawn Hotel in Brockenhurst.
	SUMMER / 2026



	BUSINESS LUNCH
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG
	ALFRESCO BUSINESS LUNCH WITH VANESSA GOOD
	BUSINESS SOUTH CHAMPIONS – EXCLUSIVE AT BALMER LAWN HOTEL & SPA
	Thanks so much for joining me Vanessa …



	£1.3BN FOR HAMPSHIRE AND THE SOLENT
	NEW FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL STRENGTHENS APPROACH TOWARDS ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT
	VIVID CELEBRATES WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION WEEK
	MDL MARINAS LAUNCHES FUEL-SAVING OFFER FOR BOATERS
	GUNWHARF PLANS TO TRANSFORM ITS WATERFRONT
	COUNTDOWN IS ON TO THE BRITISH SCIENCE FESTIVAL IN SOUTHAMPTON
	WINNERS ANNOUNCED FOR THE 2026 CENTRAL SOUTH BUSINESS AWARDS
	SAVILLS COMPLETES SALE AT SITE OF FORMER TELEVISION STUDIOS
	INNOVATIVE COMMS SYSTEM WILL SAVE VITAL TIME IN MULTI-AGENCY EMERGENCY RESPONSES
	ABP SOUTHAMPTON MARINE EXCELLENCE ENABLES ARRIVAL OF RECORD BEATING CRANES, FURTHER STRENGTHENING A KEY UK TRADE GATEWAY
	SOUTH DOWNS ALUMNI REACHES MASTERCHEF FINAL
	TRANSFORMING FAWLEY FOR FUTURE GROWTH
	BUSINESS SOUTH CHAMPIONS MEET DOUGLAS: EXPLORING THE FUTURE OF CONSTRUCTION INNOVATION
	NEW AER LINGUS FLIGHT CONNECTING SOUTHAMPTON TO USA
	STRONG VISITOR TURNOUT AND MAJOR DEBUTS MARK SUCCESSFUL 2026 SOUTH COAST & GREEN TECH BOAT SHOW
	SOUTHAMPTON SCIENCE PARK DECLARED THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND’S TOP PROPERTY BUSINESS
	NOVICE NETWORKING AT MARWELL ZOO
	NOVICE NETWORKING - GOOD CONVERSATIONS, NEW FACES, AND A SUPPORTIVE ATMOSPHERE
	We were delighted to host our recent Novice Networking event at Marwell Zoo 🦒
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	Stephen Haynes, Paul Clark, Sarah Longthorpe, Krystian Groom, Oliver Sowton, Stuart Harris and Harriet Fear.


	COUNCILLOR DAVE PENNY ELECTED AS NEW FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
	TRETHOWANS PROMOTES THREE LAWYERS TO PARTNER AS FIRM CONTINUES STRATEGIC GROWTH
	LESTER ALDRIDGE ANNOUNCES TWO PARTNER PROMOTIONS
	PARIS SMITH LLP ANNOUNCES PROMOTION OF FIVE NEW PARTNERS ACROSS HAMPSHIRE AND DORSET
	BUSINESS SOUTH 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
	Central South – Shaping Tomorrow Together - Register online HERE.

	LAST WORD
	And Finally …
	As I write this we are just a couple of weeks away from celebrating our 20th anniversary. Reaching such a milestone has meant we’ve had the perfect excuse to reflect on two decades of Business South including the name changes along the way (Business Southampton and Business Solent) as well as our expanding geography.
	It’s been heartening to hear Champions sharing their thoughts on Business South at 20 and great to catch-up with our founding CEO Sally Thompson and Events Director Shirley Wynne-Jones to reminisce.
	More than just a great excuse to have a party, our 20th anniversary underlines the importance of our Champions coming together to promote our region as a brilliant place to live, work, enjoy and do business. With so much change in the offing (both nationally at No 10 and regionally as a result of devolution and the Local Government Review), it is comforting to know that our focus remains and we will continue to speak up for our region on a national and international stage. Leigh.
	Leigh-Sara
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	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	EVENT CALENDAR
	8 July 2026 Directors of the Future Dinner
	16 July 2026 Business South 20th Anniversary Party
	5 August 2026 Novice Networking
	16 September 2026 Business South at London Real Estate Forum
	14 October 2026 Champion Directors Dinner
	5 November 2026 Business South Annual Conference
	9 February 2027 Central South Food & Drink Trade EXPO
	15 - 19 March 2027 MIPIM, Cannes
	18 - 20 May 2027 Central South at UKREiiF
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