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SUMMER RECESS
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TIME TO FOCUS ON CONSTITUENCY
WORK

In Basingstoke, Luke Murphy MP
helped submit a bid for
Basingstoke and Deane to
become the UK’s first Town of
Culture.

Luke met with the Secretary of
State for Culture, Media and
Sport, Lisa Nandy MP, to make
the case for Basingstoke to be
crowned.

“ Seeing so many bright young
minds eager to step up and
make a difference in our city
gives me so much hope for the
future. Massive thanks to Airbus
for hosting us and making this
possible!” Amanda Martin MP

“Recess has continued to be busy
and interesting, giving me the
opportunity to spend time with
community groups across
Romsey and Southampton
North.

I had a fantastic afternoon at
Sherfield English Bowls Club,
where I was invited to relearn
how to play.”

https://youtu.be/6uXcpEqZPg4?si=yj3w7sOM3ts630UR
https://businesssouth.org/about/


LONDON REAL ESTATE
FORUM 2026

COLLABORATION,
STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT,
STRONG PARTNERSHIPS
AND COMMUNICATION 

The Central South attended the
London Real Estate Forum
bringing together local authorities,
investors and business leaders to
showcase the opportunities
shaping one of the UK’s most
dynamic regions.

The conversation focused on what is
needed to accelerate investment
and development – from bringing
the right partners together and
aligning ambitions, to mitigating
risk and creating the conditions for
sustainable growth.

LONDON’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE EVENT
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æțɐʌɐṝ gɶǸǸɅ ɾțɐɐʌɾ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ʭǸǸȶɾ ǍȒʌǸɶ ʌțǸ
ʭȡȺǱȒȡɶǸṣ 
>ɶǸǱȡʌṝ oȡȺǍɶʳ ¶ǍȶȡɅ
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PORTSMOUTH
INTERNATIONAL PORT

STRIVING TO BECOME THE COUNTRY’S FIRST
ZERO-EMISSIONS PORT BY 2050.

BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG

https://businesssouth.org/about/
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éǸȓǸɅǸɶǍʌǸ ñɐʔʌț 

æǸɐɳȺǸ ñɐʔʌț
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Action Group Roundup

The next Housing Group Meeting will be on 23rd September
2026, from 14:00 - 15:00 at Halnaker Hill Farm

The next Housing Group meeting will take place on 1
December 2026, from 10:00–11:00 on Microsoft Teams.

#64*/&444065)�03(

To join one of our Action Groups, please email Joe@businesssouth.org

https://businesssouth.org/about/
mailto:joe@businesssouth.org


https://businesssouth.org/about/
https://youtu.be/iPX6s2K4kQo?si=WW93Q4D6O5VSYzoU
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https://youtu.be/6uXcpEqZPg4?si=yj3w7sOM3ts630UR
http://www.halnakerhill.co.uk/
https://businesssouth.org/about/


 

Significant investment in facilities,
including the Agri-tech Centre,
Vertical Growing Centre,
agricultural machinery simulators
and a newly planted vineyard, gives
students access to the
technologies and practical
environments shaping the future
of domestic food security, land
management, viticulture and
conservation.

SPARSHOLT COLLEGE
GROUP: SKILLS & TRAINING

AS THE SOUTH’S RURAL ECONOMY EVOLVES, DEMAND IS
GROWING FOR SKILLED PEOPLE WHO CAN COMBINE
TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE WITH TECHNOLOGY,
SUSTAINABILITY AND INNOVATION. SPARSHOLT COLLEGE
GROUP IS HELPING TO MEET THAT NEED THROUGH
SPECIALIST EDUCATION, TRAINING AND PROGRESSION
ROUTES.

Working with more than 5,000 students and 3,000 businesses each
year, the Group brings together three distinctive educational
communities: Sparsholt College, Andover College and University Centre
Sparsholt.

Sparsholt College plays a distinctive role within the Group, offering
specialist courses across agriculture, animal management, equine,
horticulture, conservation, fisheries, forestry, sport, outdoor adventure,
uniformed protective services and related land-based industries. For
agriculture students, the working farm provides a commercial learning
environment, combining academic study with hands-on experience in
livestock, crops, machinery, farm management and environmental
stewardship.
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FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE COUNTRYSIDE: DEVELOPING
THE NEXT GENERATION OF LAND-BASED PROFESSIONALS

Photo above: Sparsholt Fisheries

Photo above: Sparsholt Birdseye View. Photo on the right: Agricultural Student at campus

https://businesssouth.org/about/
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fɐʔɅǱǍʌȡɐɅ EǸȓɶǸǸɾ ʌțɶɐʔȓț ʌɐ
ʔɅǱǸɶȓɶǍǱʔǍʌǸ ǍɅǱ æțE ɾʌʔǱʳṣ
ñʌʔǱǸɅʌɾ ǪǍɅ ɾɳǸǪȡǍȺȡɾǸ ȡɅ ǍɶǸǍɾ
ȡɅǪȺʔǱȡɅȓ ǍȓɶȡǪʔȺʌʔɶǸṞ ǍɅȡɃǍȺ ǍɅǱ
ʽɐɐ ɾǪȡǸɅǪǸṞ ȒȡɾțǸɶȡǸɾṞ ʭȡȺǱȺȡȒǸ
ǸǪɐȺɐȓʳ ǍɅǱ ǪɐɅɾǸɶʬǍʌȡɐɅṞ ǸɵʔȡɅǸ
ɾǪȡǸɅǪǸ ǍɅǱ ɳǸɶȒɐɶɃǍɅǪǸ
ɃǍɅǍȓǸɃǸɅʌ ǍɅǱ ʬǸʌǸɶȡɅǍɶʳ
ɅʔɶɾȡɅȓ ɾǪȡǸɅǪǸṣ

ÿțǸ gɶɐʔɳẏɾ ɶɐȺǸ ǸʲʌǸɅǱɾ ǩǸʳɐɅǱ
ȒʔȺȺẁʌȡɃǸ ǸǱʔǪǍʌȡɐɅṣ uʌɾ ǩʔɾȡɅǸɾɾ
ʌɶǍȡɅȡɅȓ ǍɅǱ ɳǍɶʌẁʌȡɃǸ ǪɐʔɶɾǸɾ
ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌ ǸɃɳȺɐʳǸɶɾ ǍɅǱ ȡɅǱȡʬȡǱʔǍȺɾ
ȺɐɐȶȡɅȓ ʌɐ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳ ɾȶȡȺȺɾṞ ȓǍȡɅ
ɵʔǍȺȡȒȡǪǍʌȡɐɅɾ ɐɶ ʔɳɾȶȡȺȺ ǍȺɐɅȓɾȡǱǸ
ʭɐɶȶ ǍɅǱ ɐʌțǸɶ ǪɐɃɃȡʌɃǸɅʌɾṣ

What this looks like on the
ground in the Solent?

uɅǱʔɾʌɶȡǍȺ ʭɐɶȶ ɳȺǍǪǸɃǸɅʌɾ ǍɅǱ ǍɳɳɶǸɅʌȡǪǸɾțȡɳɾ ǍɶǸ ǪǸɅʌɶǍȺ ʌɐ ʌțȡɾ
ǸɃɳȺɐʳǸɶẁȺǸǱ ǍɳɳɶɐǍǪțṣ ğɐɶȶ ɳȺǍǪǸɃǸɅʌɾ ȓȡʬǸ ɾʌʔǱǸɅʌɾ ǸʲʌǸɅǱǸǱṞ
ɃǸǍɅȡɅȓȒʔȺ ǸʲɳǸɶȡǸɅǪǸ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ʭɐɶȶɳȺǍǪǸṞ țǸȺɳȡɅȓ ʌțǸɃ ǩʔȡȺǱ ɳɶǍǪʌȡǪǍȺṞ
ʌǸǪțɅȡǪǍȺ ǍɅǱ ǸɃɳȺɐʳǍǩȡȺȡʌʳ ɾȶȡȺȺɾ ʌțɶɐʔȓț ɶǸǍȺ ʌǍɾȶɾ ǍɅǱ ǸɃɳȺɐʳǸɶ
ȒǸǸǱǩǍǪȶṣ !ɳɳɶǸɅʌȡǪǸɾțȡɳɾ ǪɐɃǩȡɅǸ ɳǍȡǱ ʭɐɶȶ ʭȡʌț ɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸǱ
ǪɐȺȺǸȓǸẁǩǍɾǸǱ ʌɶǍȡɅȡɅȓṞ ʭȡʌț ɐɳɳɐɶʌʔɅȡʌȡǸɾ Ǎʌ ñɳǍɶɾțɐȺʌ ȡɅ ǍɶǸǍɾ ɾʔǪț
Ǎɾ ǍȓɶȡǪʔȺʌʔɶǸṞ Ǫɶɐɳ ɳɶɐǱʔǪʌȡɐɅṞ ʬǸʌǸɶȡɅǍɶʳ ɅʔɶɾȡɅȓṞ ǍɅȡɃǍȺ ǪǍɶǸṞ Ǳɐȓ
ȓɶɐɐɃȡɅȓṞ ǍɶǩɐɶȡǪʔȺʌʔɶǸṞ țɐɶʌȡǪʔȺʌʔɶǸṞ ǪɐʔɅʌɶʳɾȡǱǸ ɃǍɅǍȓǸɃǸɅʌṞ
ȓǍɃǸȶǸǸɳȡɅȓṞ ȓɐȺȒ ȓɶǸǸɅȶǸǸɳȡɅȓṞ ɾɳɐɶʌɾ ʌʔɶȒ ǍɅǱ ǸɵʔȡɅǸṣ 

EǸȺȡʬǸɶǸǱ ʭȡʌț ȺɐǪǍȺ ǍɅǱ ɶǸȓȡɐɅǍȺ ǸɃɳȺɐʳǸɶɾṞ ʌțǸɾǸ ɶɐʔʌǸɾ țǸȺɳ
ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳ ɾȶȡȺȺǸǱṞ ʭɐɶȶẁɶǸǍǱʳ ʌǍȺǸɅʌ Ȓɐɶ ȺǍɅǱẁǩǍɾǸǱṞ ɶʔɶǍȺ ǍɅǱ ǍɾɾɐǪȡǍʌǸǱ
ȡɅǱʔɾʌɶȡǸɾṣ

ñɳǍɶɾțɐȺʌ >ǍɃɳʔɾ ǍȺɾɐ ɳɶɐʬȡǱǸɾ Ǎ ʔɅȡɵʔǸ ǪɐʔɅʌɶʳɾȡǱǸ ɾǸʌʌȡɅȓ Ȓɐɶ
ǩʔɾȡɅǸɾɾǸɾ ǍɅǱ ɐɶȓǍɅȡɾǍʌȡɐɅɾ ʌɐ țȡɶǸ Ȓɐɶ ɃǸǸʌȡɅȓɾṞ ǪɐɅȒǸɶǸɅǪǸɾṞ
ʌɶǍȡɅȡɅȓ ǱǍʳɾ ǍɅǱ ǸʬǸɅʌɾṞ ʭȡʌț Ǎ ɶǍɅȓǸ ɐȒ ȒǍǪȡȺȡʌȡǸɾ ǍʬǍȡȺǍǩȺǸ Ȓɐɶ
ɳɶɐȒǸɾɾȡɐɅǍȺ ǍɅǱ ǪɐɶɳɐɶǍʌǸ ʔɾǸṣ

SKILLS & TRAINING

"656./������� #64*/&444065)�03(

https://businesssouth.org/about/


https://businesssouth.org/about/
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/
mailto:Rebecca@businesssouth.org


æɶɐȒǸɾɾɐɶ EǍɃǸ ğǸɅǱʳ oǍȺȺ E=M féMɅȓ féñṞ
éǸȓȡʔɾ æɶɐȒǸɾɾɐɶ ɐȒ >ɐɃɳʔʌǸɶ ñǪȡǸɅǪǸ ǍɅǱ EȡɶǸǪʌɐɶ
ɐȒ ʌțǸ ğǸǩ ñǪȡǸɅǪǸ uɅɾʌȡʌʔʌǸ Ǎʌ ʌțǸ ĆɅȡʬǸɶɾȡʌʳṞ țǍɾ
ɶǸǪǸȡʬǸǱ ɐɅǸ ɐȒ ʌțǸ éɐʳǍȺ !ǪǍǱǸɃʳ ɐȒ
MɅȓȡɅǸǸɶȡɅȓẏɾ Ƀɐɾʌ ɳɶǸɾʌȡȓȡɐʔɾ ȡɅǱȡʬȡǱʔǍȺ ǍʭǍɶǱɾṞ
ɳɶǸɾǸɅʌǸǱ ȺǍɾʌ Ʌȡȓțʌ ȡɅ ¬ɐɅǱɐɅṣ

ÿțǸ ñȡɶ fɶǍɅȶ ğțȡʌʌȺǸ ¶ǸǱǍȺṞ ɅǍɃǸǱ ǍȒʌǸɶ =ɶȡʌǍȡɅẏɾ
ʭǍɶʌȡɃǸ ȲǸʌ ǸɅȓȡɅǸ ȡɅʬǸɅʌɐɶṞ ɶǸǪɐȓɅȡɾǸɾ EǍɃǸ
ğǸɅǱʳẏɾ ǸʲʌɶǍɐɶǱȡɅǍɶʳ ǍǪțȡǸʬǸɃǸɅʌɾ ǱʔɶȡɅȓ Ǎ
ǪǍɶǸǸɶ ɾɳǍɅɅȡɅȓ ȒȡʬǸ ǱǸǪǍǱǸɾ ȡɅ ȺǸǍǱȡɅȓ ʌțǸ
ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌ ɐȒ ʭǸǩ ɾǪȡǸɅǪǸ ǍɅǱ ɾțǍɳȡɅȓ ʌțǸ Ć©ẏɾ
!u ɾʌɶǍʌǸȓʳṣ

Read more

AWARDS &
RECOGNITION

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR
THE VENTUREFEST SOUTH
INNOVATOR SHOWCASE &
AWARDS

ĞǸɅʌʔɶǸȒǸɾʌ ñɐʔʌț ȡɾ ȺɐɐȶȡɅȓ Ȓɐɶ
ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐʔɾ ǩʔɾȡɅǸɾɾǸɾ ʌɐ ȲɐȡɅ ȡʌɾ
uɅɅɐʬǍʌɐɶ ñțɐʭǪǍɾǸ Ἁ !ʭǍɶǱɾṞ
ʭȡʌț Ǎ ɳǍɶʌȡǪʔȺǍɶ ȡɅʌǸɶǸɾʌ ȡɅ
ǪɐɃɳǍɅȡǸɾ ʌțǍʌ țǍʬǸ ȓǍȡɅǸǱ
ʌɶǍǪʌȡɐɅ ǍɅǱ ǍɶǸ Ʌɐʭ ȺɐɐȶȡɅȓ ʌɐ
ɾǪǍȺǸṞ ɾǸǪʔɶǸ ȡɅʬǸɾʌɃǸɅʌṞ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳ
ɳǍɶʌɅǸɶɾțȡɳɾ ɐɶ ɐɳǸɅ ɅǸʭ ɶɐʔʌǸɾ
ʌɐ ɃǍɶȶǸʌṣ

Read more
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JANE FALKINGHAM HAS
BEEN NEWLY MINTED AS A
FELLOW OF THE BRITISH
ACADEMY

READ MORE

DANIEL CROW, DIRECTOR
OF ‘A SPACE’ ARTS,
AWARDED THE BRITISH
EMPIRE MEDAL (BEM)

READ MORE

https://businesssouth.org/dame-wendy-hall-wins-the-sir-frank-whittle-medal/
https://businesssouth.org/applications-open-for-the-venturefest-south-innovator-showcase-awards/
mailto:natalie@businesssouth.org
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jane-falkingham-66021413_just-picked-up-my-fellows-pass-and-very-proud-activity-7507813979864383488-ShVP?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAJVZXsB7I_7vf5zWe4a3_AGXSidbJJ3H9A
https://businesssouth.org/daniel-crow-director-of-a-space-arts-awarded-the-british-empire-medal-bem/
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uʌ ȡɾ Ǎ ǪɶʔǪȡǍȺ Ȳɐǩ ȓȡʬǸɅ ʌțǸ ǍǪɐɶɅɾ
ǪǍɅ ɳɶɐʬǸ ʌɐʲȡǪ ʌɐ ɳɐɅȡǸɾ ǍɅǱ
ǪǍʌʌȺǸ ȡȒ ǪɐɅɾʔɃǸǱ ȡɅ ȺǍɶȓǸ
ǍɃɐʔɅʌɾṣ

https://youtu.be/6uXcpEqZPg4?si=yj3w7sOM3ts630UR
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https://www.realnewforest.org/about/business-group/
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KATE PEARCE, HEAD OF STRATEGY AT BUSINESS SOUTH
SITS DOWN FOR A BUSINESS LUNCH WITH VIVIENNE
CONWAY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, HGP ARCHITECTS

VENUE: ORANGE GROVE HOTEL, FAREHAM

BUSINESS LUNCH
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BUSINESS LUNCH
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WBS Growth Partnership
LLP has submitted a prior
approval planning
application for the
demolition of the former
Toys R Us building in
Southampton

4.6-ACRE SITE

James Robinson has built a
career from university and
offshore survey vessels to the
jungles of Southeast Asia and
the mining regions of Western
Australia. > 

https://businesssouth.org/customer-influence-ai-and-action-vivids-annual-review-charts-progress-on-customer-experience/
https://businesssouth.org/demolition-application-submitted-for-former-toys-r-us-building/
https://businesssouth.org/council-approves-next-phase-of-investment-in-fareham-shopping-centre/
https://businesssouth.org/from-havant-to-the-outback-hsdc-alumnus-travels-the-world/


https://businesssouth.org/allica-bank-recognises-established-businesses-impact-on-local-communities-with-the-orange-hat-plaques/
https://businesssouth.org/ambitious-new-facilities-approved-for-civil-engineering-training-centre/
https://businesssouth.org/portsmouth-city-council-announce-partnership-with-ecf-for-city-centre-north/
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fǍʭȺǸʳ ğǍʌǸɶɾȡǱǸ ¬ȡɃȡʌǸǱ ȡɾ ǩɶȡɅȓȡɅȓ ȒɐɶʭǍɶǱ ɳɶɐɳɐɾǍȺɾ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ
ɶǸǱǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ȒɐɶɃǸɶ fǍʭȺǸʳ æɐʭǸɶ ñʌǍʌȡɐɅ ɾȡʌǸ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ɾɐʔʌțẁ
ǸǍɾʌǸɶɅ ǪɐɶɅǸɶ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ¸Ǹʭ fɐɶǸɾʌṣ

ÿțǸ ǸɃǸɶȓȡɅȓ ɅǸʭ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ɾȡʌǸ ȡɾ Ȓɐɶ Ǎ ǪɐɃɃǸɶǪȡǍȺṞ
ǸɃɳȺɐʳɃǸɅʌẁȺǸǱ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌ ʌțǍʌ ɃǍʲȡɃȡɾǸɾ ȡʌɾ ɾʌɶǍʌǸȓȡǪ ȺɐǪǍʌȡɐɅ
ɐɅ ʌțǸ ñɐȺǸɅʌ ǍɅǱ ȒɐȺȺɐʭɾ ɐɅ ȒɶɐɃ ʌțǸ țȡɾʌɐɶȡǪ ǸɅǸɶȓʳ ʔɾǸṣ ồ
éǸǍǱ ɃɐɶǸ
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https://businesssouth.org/its-electrifying-portsmouth-international-ports-shore-power-system-goes-live/
https://businesssouth.org/transforming-fawley-for-future-growth/
https://businesssouth.org/virgin-voyages-says-sea-you-soon-to-the-uk-after-making-portsmouth-their-home-for-the-last-five-years/
https://businesssouth.org/architectureplb-tackle-river-test-invasive-himalayan-balsam/
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https://businesssouth.org/portsmouth-submits-landmark-uk-city-of-culture-2029-bid-powered-by-local-people/
https://businesssouth.org/business-south-comax-and-hampshire-fare-unite-to-showcase-the-best-of-the-central-souths-food-drink-and-hospitality/
https://businesssouth.org/154-4-million-will-deliver-more-than-1000-social-and-affordable-homes/


DIRECTORS OF THE
FUTURE DINNER

A fantastic evening at our Directors of the Future Dinner at
Chewton Glen Hotel & Spa

The evening was a great opportunity for those developing their careers
to gain insight from people working across a wide range of sectors and
to take part in meaningful conversations about the future of business
in our region. Guests were welcomed by Raymond De Toulouse
Lautrec, Deputy General Manager at Chewton Glen. 
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The glittering event brought together young professionals and
established business leaders from across the Central South to share
experiences, exchange ideas, and build valuable new connections.

Attendees listened to a presentation
by Paula Bradley, Business
Development Manager and NED for
Business South. 

Thank you to everyone who joined
us, and to our event partners for
their support in making the evening
enjoyable. 

https://businesssouth.org/about/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-edmondson-46165317/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-edmondson-46165317/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-edmondson-46165317/
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ǍɅǱ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ >ǍɶǸǸɶɾ æɶɐȓɶǍɃɃǸ
ǍɅǱ MɅʌǸɶɳɶȡɾǸ >ɐɐɶǱȡɅǍʌɐɶ Ǎʌ
oǍɃɳɾțȡɶǸ >ǍɶǸǸɶɾ oʔǩṞ ɾțǍɶǸǱ Ǎ
ȓɶǸǍʌ ɶǸɃȡɅǱǸɶ ʌțǍʌ ɅǸʌʭɐɶȶȡɅȓ
ǱɐǸɾɅẏʌ țǍʬǸ ʌɐ ȒǸǸȺ ǱǍʔɅʌȡɅȓṣ 

!ǱʬȡɾȡɅȓ ɅǸʌʭɐɶȶǸɶɾ ʌɐ ɾʌǍɶʌ ɾɃǍȺȺṞ
ɾɳǸǍȶ ʌɐ ɐɅǸ ɳǸɶɾɐɅ ǍɅǱ
ɶǸɃǸɃǩǸɶ ʌțǍʌ ȡʌẏɾ Ǎǩɐʔʌ ȓȡʬȡɅȓ Ǎɾ
ɃʔǪț Ǎɾ ɶǸǪǸȡʬȡɅȓṣ 
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ʌɐ Ǎ ɅǸʭ ǪɐɅɅǸǪʌȡɐɅṞ ǍɅ
ȡɅʌɶɐǱʔǪʌȡɐɅṞ ɐɶ ǍɅ ɐɳɳɐɶʌʔɅȡʌ ṣr
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https://businesssouth.org/david-dingles-lasting-impact-on-carnival-uk-and-the-british-cruise-industry/
https://businesssouth.org/hsdc-confirms-kurt-hintz-as-principal-and-ceo-until-january-2029/
https://businesssouth.org/lester-aldridge-partner-earns-first-chambers-high-net-worth-ranking-as-teams-success-continues/
https://businesssouth.org/mdl-marinas-strengthens-estates-team-with-appointment-of-colin-lambert-as-head-of-estates/
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https://www.utilitabowl.com/utilita-bowl-live/fireworks-spectacular/
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LAST WORD

Leigh-Sara

mailto:Leigh@businesssouth.org
https://businesssouth.org/about/
https://businesssouth.org/about/


EVENT CALENDAR
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DATES FOR YOUR
DIARY
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	ON THE AGENDA AT THE ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP CENTRAL SOUTH MEETING
	LOCAL GROWTH PLAN
	LOOKING FORWARD
	WHY THE LOCAL GROWTH PLAN MATTERS: SHAPING THE FUTURE ECONOMY OF HAMPSHIRE AND THE SOLENT
	For more information on the new Authority, visit HSCCA
	AUTUMN / 2026
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	SUMMER RECESS
	TIME TO FOCUS ON CONSTITUENCY WORK
	Southampton ‘Future Leaders’ Summer School
	Town of Culture 2028
	Amanda Martin - MP
	for Portsmouth North hosts Political Summer School
	Caroline Nokes MP has been spending time with community groups across Romsey and Southampton North.
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	LONDON’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE EVENT
	Why the timing is right to choose the Central South?
	REFLECTIONS ON THE NEW FOREST WILDFIRE
	LOOKING FORWARD
	The loss of rare species and biodiversity is devastating. It also affects the Forest’s delicate ecological balance and reduces grazing land for Commoners’ animals. Recovery to some level is possible, but it will take many years, and some features of mature heathland may take decades to return. Where local populations of rare species have been badly affected, recovery may be slow or uncertain.
	This wildfire underlines the need to build resilience and adaptation to climate change, which is bringing hotter, drier summers and warmer, wetter winters. That resilience matters for businesses, communities and the precious landscapes of the central south. It is essential if we are to achieve both a world-class environment and a world-class economy.
	With Sustainability South, we are planning a joint Green Halo Partnership Conference in February to explore resilience, adaptation and response to climate change and why larger, interconnected systems of wildlife and human networks are vital.
	We hope you will join us.


	REFLECTIONS ON THE NEW FOREST WILDFIRE
	Some internationally important pasture woodland of ancient beech and oak trees was also destroyed. Heathland can recover to some level over time, but the loss of ancient trees is permanent.
	The human impact was considerable too. For Commoners, local communities and everyone who loves and cares for the Forest, seeing it ablaze felt deeply distressing. The A31 was closed for nearly two weeks during one of the busiest periods of the year, disrupting Commoners’ animals, travel and local businesses.
	A COMMUNITY-WIDE RESPONSE
	Our thanks go to the emergency services and firefighters who travelled from across the country to tackle the incident, as well as Forestry England, councils, volunteer agencies, businesses and local communities who supported the multi-agency response.
	National Park Authority colleagues helped where they could: rangers supported closures and diversions on roads, car parks and trails; we worked with campsites to reduce wildfire risk while the Forest was on red alert; and we shared updates on smoke, road diversions and ways to support local businesses.
	Diversions prevented visitors reaching some businesses, with several reporting trade down by around 50%, some businesses were forced to close during those two weeks and some future bookings were cancelled.
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	PORTSMOUTH INTERNATIONAL PORT
	STRIVING TO BECOME THE COUNTRY’S FIRST ZERO-EMISSIONS PORT BY 2050.
	“The clean electricity will have a big benefit to air quality in the city, and it also helps to future-proof Portsmouth port, aligning us with international moves towards electrification for all of our customers, meaning we can continue to be profitable and provide for essential services in the city.”
	WE’RE READY TO WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE DEVOLUTION
	SUMMER / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG




	Action Group Roundup
	Maritime Transport Action Group
	The next MTAG Action Group meeting will be on 7th October 2026, from 10:30- 11:30, on TEAMS.

	Energy & Utilities
	The Energy & Utilities South Action Group meeting will be on 11th November 2026, 10:00 - 11:00 on TEAMS.

	Leisure & Wellbeing
	Chaired by Chris Rees (ReesLeisure), the next Leisure & Wellbeing Action Group Meeting will meet on 1st October 2026, from 14:00 - 16:00, at Marwell Zoo.
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	Action Group Roundup
	People South
	The next People South Action Group meeting is on 2nd December 2026, between 10:00 - 11:00, Portsmouth Guildhall.

	Regenerate South
	The next Regenerate South Action Group meeting will be held on 18th November 2026, 10:00 - 11:15, venue TBC.

	Social Value
	The next Social Value meeting will be on 29th October 2026, from 14:00 - 15:00, at Blake Morgan.
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	Action Group Roundup
	Sustainable South
	The next Housing Group Meeting will be on 23rd September 2026, from 14:00 - 15:00 at Halnaker Hill Farm

	Housing Group
	The next Housing Group meeting will take place on 1 December 2026, from 10:00–11:00 on Microsoft Teams.
	To join one of our Action Groups, please email Joe@businesssouth.org
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	BUSINESS LEADERS BREAKFAST AT
	SOUTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW
	From conversations over breakfast to insights from the stage, it was a morning full of great energy at the Southampton International Boat Show 2026
	THE BOAT SHOW FEATURES EVERYTHING THE LEISURE MARINE INDUSTRY HAS TO OFFER
	AUTUMN / 2026

	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	HALNAKER HILL FARM: RESTORING NATURE IN THE SOUTH DOWNS
	If you’ve ever taken a walk up to the historic Halnaker Windmill, you’ll have enjoyed the stunning view stretching for miles across West Sussex and beyond.
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	HALNAKER HILL FARM: RESTORING NATURE IN THE SOUTH DOWNS
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG

	FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE COUNTRYSIDE: DEVELOPING THE NEXT GENERATION OF LAND-BASED PROFESSIONALS
	FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE COUNTRYSIDE: DEVELOPING THE NEXT GENERATION OF LAND-BASED PROFESSIONALS
	SKILLS & TRAINING
	FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE COUNTRYSIDE: DEVELOPING THE NEXT GENERATION OF LAND-BASED PROFESSIONALS
	Would you like to feature in the Central South quarterly news round-up?
	Please send your news to Rebecca@businesssouth.org
	From first steps into a career to specialist degrees, professional upskilling and business support, Sparsholt College Group provides opportunities at every stage. Through practical learning, employer partnerships, innovation and sustainability, the Group is helping to develop the skills needed for the future of farming, the rural economy and the environment across Hampshire and beyond.
	If you would like to find out more about how Sparsholt College Group can support local businesses through training or venue hire for corporate events, please visit sparsholt.ac.uk.

	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	JANE FALKINGHAM HAS BEEN NEWLY MINTED AS A FELLOW OF THE BRITISH ACADEMY
	APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR THE VENTUREFEST SOUTH INNOVATOR SHOWCASE & AWARDS
	DANIEL CROW, DIRECTOR OF ‘A SPACE’ ARTS, AWARDED THE BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL (BEM)
	DAME WENDY HALL WINS THE SIR FRANK WHITTLE MEDAL
	PIGS ARE BACK FOR PANNAGE IN THE NEW FOREST
	HAVE YOU EVER SEEN PIGS IN
	THE NEW FOREST?
	EVERY AUTUMN, FOR A LIMITED PERIOD, THEY ARE ALLOWED TO FREELY FORAGE FOR NUTS AND FRUIT FROM THE FOREST FLOOR.
	AUTUMN / 2026


	Sign up is free via the New Forest CDA website here New Forest Drive Safe - Real New Forest

	THE PIGS WILL BE TURNED OUT FROM MID-SEPTEMBER
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG

	BUSINESS LUNCH
	KATE PEARCE, HEAD OF STRATEGY AT BUSINESS SOUTH SITS DOWN FOR A BUSINESS LUNCH WITH VIVIENNE CONWAY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, HGP ARCHITECTS
	VENUE: ORANGE GROVE HOTEL, FAREHAM
	It seemed somewhat fitting that our latest Business Lunch outing was to the delightful Orange Grove Hotel in Sarisbury.
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	BUSINESS LUNCH
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG
	BUSINESS LUNCH WITH VIVIENNE CONWAY
	There’s no doubting AI is going to completely re-shape the world of work but both Vivienne and I retained the hope that human intervention will continue to play a crucial role (especially when it comes to architectural practice).
	Famously there is no such thing as a free lunch and this was no exception. I was keen to enrol Vivienne for an exciting project that we are working on, that we hope will be showcased at UKREiiF and in Prosper magazine.
	We will be pulling together a crack team of visionaries for this mission and calling on Champions to share their thoughts and ideas too.
	And the great news is, Vivienne accepted the challenge. More news on this hush-hush project as the next few months unfold …
	Thanks so much for joining me Vivienne …
	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG



	DEMOLITION APPLICATION SUBMITTED FOR FORMER TOYS R US BUILDING
	COUNCIL APPROVES NEXT PHASE OF INVESTMENT IN FAREHAM SHOPPING CENTRE
	CUSTOMER INFLUENCE, AI AND ACTION: VIVID’S ANNUAL REVIEW CHARTS PROGRESS ON CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE
	FROM HAVANT TO THE OUTBACK: HSDC ALUMNUS TRAVELS THE WORLD
	PORTSMOUTH CITY COUNCIL ANNOUNCE PARTNERSHIP WITH ECF FOR CITY CENTRE NORTH
	ALLICA BANK RECOGNISES ESTABLISHED BUSINESSES’ IMPACT ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES WITH THE ORANGE HAT PLAQUES
	AMBITIOUS NEW FACILITIES APPROVED FOR CIVIL ENGINEERING TRAINING CENTRE
	VIRGIN VOYAGES SAYS “SEA YOU SOON” TO THE UK AFTER MAKING PORTSMOUTH THEIR HOME FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS
	IT’S ELECTRIFYING – PORTSMOUTH INTERNATIONAL PORT’S SHORE POWER SYSTEM GOES LIVE
	ARCHITECTUREPLB TACKLE RIVER TEST INVASIVE HIMALAYAN BALSAM >
	READ MORE
	SOLENT FREEPORT REPORTS STRONG PROGRESS AS NEW REVIEW HIGHLIGHTS INVESTMENT, TRADE, AND JOBS PIPELINE
	BUSINESS SOUTH, COMAX AND HAMPSHIRE FARE UNITE TO SHOWCASE THE BEST OF THE CENTRAL SOUTH’S
	FOOD, DRINK AND HOSPITALITY
	PORTSMOUTH SUBMITS LANDMARK UK CITY OF CULTURE 2029 BID POWERED BY LOCAL PEOPLE
	£154.4 MILLION WILL DELIVER MORE THAN 1,000 SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOMES
	DIRECTORS OF THE FUTURE DINNER
	DIRECTORS OF THE FUTURE
	YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, NEW IDEAS AND BUILDING CONNECTIONS
	A fantastic evening at our Directors of the Future Dinner at Chewton Glen Hotel & Spa
	AUTUMN / 2026

	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG

	NOVICE NETWORKING EVENT AT GOD’S HOUSE TOWER
	NOVICE NETWORKING
	GOOD CONVERSATIONS, MORE CONFIDENCE AND A ROOM FULL OF PEOPLE READY TO CONNECT
	AUTUMN / 2026

	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG

	HSDC CONFIRMS KURT HINTZ AS PRINCIPAL AND CEO UNTIL JANUARY 2029
	LESTER ALDRIDGE PARTNER EARNS FIRST CHAMBERS HIGH NET WORTH RANKING AS TEAM’S SUCCESS CONTINUES
	MDL MARINAS STRENGTHENS ESTATES TEAM WITH APPOINTMENT OF COLIN LAMBERT AS HEAD OF ESTATES
	DAVID DINGLE'S LASTING IMPACT ON CARNIVAL UK AND THE BRITISH CRUISE INDUSTRY
	FIREWORKS SPECTACULAR AT UTILITA BOWL

	BUSINESS SOUTH 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
	Central South – Shaping Tomorrow Together - Register online HERE.

	LAST WORD
	And Finally …
	2026 is racing away, and I can’t quite believe we are now less than two months away from our Annual Conference 2026.
	The conference is always very well attended, and this year we have an unmissable line-up of speakers, including Trevor Williams, who served as Chief Economist at Lloyds Bank. If you haven’t reserved your place yet, please do book your ticket soon.
	In September, we attended our first London Real Estate Forum, and I’d like to thank our partners and the team at NLA for extending the invitation. The opportunity to collaborate, share ideas and learn from regions across the country is incredibly valuable, and I’m keen to see how we can build on this attendance in 2027.
	The Central South APPG will meet at Portcullis House on 20 October, chaired by Richard Quigley MP for Isle of Wight West. We will be launching our Clean Energy Report. The report will explore key challenges and opportunities facing the Central South as we work towards a cleaner energy future.
	Our programme of national and international investment events continues, with MIPIM 2027 and UKREiiF already high on the agenda. If you would like to find out more about our programme of events and opportunities to get involved, please do get in touch with me at Leigh@businesssouth.org.
	It’s going to be a busy few months – and I’m looking forward to seeing many of you at our upcoming events.
	Leigh

	Leigh-Sara
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	Responsible Generative AI in Business Workshop: Maritime Sector
	Responsible Generative AI in Business Workshop: Construction Sector
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