

https://businesssouth.org/about/

A word or two from
the Editor

Welcome to the latest edition of our quarterly news
round-up.

We hope you enjoy the pannage piggy on the front
cover, helping us to mark the changing of the season
and draw attention to this centuries old New Forest
pastime.

Our focus this edition is very much with the great
outdoors — we always like to promote the fact that the
Central South is a national park sandwich, with the
South Downs National Park to the east and the New
Forest to the west.

We are honoured to have Alison Barnes, CEO of the
New Forest National Park, sharing her reflections
following the devastating fire next to the A31and the
need for us to support businesses in the forest.

We are also shining the spotlight on Halnaker Hill
Farm and the work that has gone on to restore its
natural beauty.

And keeping the theme going, we are proud to
welcome Sparsholt College as a new Champion and
highlight the important work they do to train land-
based professionals.

If you would like your story to feature in a forthcoming
edition of the news round-up, please ensure you are

sharing your latest media releases with us.

And if you fancy joining me for a Business Lunch, drop
me a line to kate@businesssouth.org

Kafe Pearce

K E E RCE
HE D FS R EGY
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SUMMER RECESS

TIME TO FOCUS ON CONSTITUENCY

WORK

In Basingstoke, Luke Murphy MP
helped submit a bid for
Basingstoke and Deane to
become the UK's first Town of
Culture.

Luke met with the Secretary of
State for Culture, Media and
Sport, Lisa Nandy MP, to make
the case for Basingstoke to be
crowned.

A group of young people from
Southampton took part in Darren
Paffey’s first MP summer school.

Attendees experienced a crash
course in the world of politics,
media and campaigns.

The week included a joint Question
Time with fellow Southampton
MPs, Satvir Kaur and Caroline
Nokes.

Together with Satvir Kaur MP,
Darren joined volunteers at See
Southampton's Cruise Welcome
Desk at the Ocean Cruise Terminal,
welcoming some of the 4,000 day-
trippers disembarking from the
visiting cruise ship.

“ Seeing so many bright young
minds eager to step up and
make a difference in our city
gives me so much hope for the
future. Massive thanks to Airbus

for hosting us and making this
possible!” Amanda Martin MP

“Recess has continued to be busy
and interesting, giving me the
opportunity to spend time with
community groups across
Romsey and Southampton
North.

| had a fantastic afternoon at
Sherfield English Bowls Club,
where | was invited to relearn
how to play.”
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LONDON REAL ESTATE

FORUM 2026

LONDON'’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE EVENT

The Central South attended the
London Real Estate Forum
bringing together local authorities,
investors and business leaders to
showcase the opportunities
shaping one of the UK's most
dynamic regions.

The conversation focused on what is
needed to accelerate investment
and development - from bringing
the right partners together and
aligning ambitions, to mitigating
risk and creating the conditions for
sustainable growth.
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BY ALISON BARNES, NEW
FOREST NATIONAL PARK
AUTHORITY CHIEF
EXECUTIVE AND BUSINESS
SOUTH DIRECTOR
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REFLECTIONS ON THE
NEW FOREST WILDFIRE

Some internationally important
pasture woodland of ancient
beech and oak trees was also
destroyed. Heathland can recover
to some level over time, but the
loss of ancient trees is permanent.

The human impact was
considerable too. For
Commoners, local commmunities
and everyone who loves and cares
for the Forest, seeing it ablaze felt
deeply distressing. The A31 was
closed for nearly two weeks
during one of the busiest periods
of the year, disrupting
Commoners’ animals, travel and
local businesses.
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PORTSMOUTH
INTERNATIONAL PORT

STRIVING TO BECOME THE COUNTRY'S FIRST
ZERO-EMISSIONS PORT BY 2050.



https://businesssouth.org/about/



https://businesssouth.org/about/

Action Group Roundup

ENFNANEAAN fie At

AeQiAl GAIRPN

BUSINESSS U H. RG


https://businesssouth.org/about/

Action Group Roundup

Sustainable South

The Sustainable South Action Group visited Halnaker Hill Farm
for its annual netwalking meeting.

The group was welcomed by John Yeend, Kate Jerome and Will
Atkinson to the 330-acre estate. John shared with the group
about the farm'’s transformation, history, ecological regeneration
and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) programme, as well as Halnaker
Hill Farm’s transformation from an intensive arable farm into one
of the UK's largest BNG habitat banks.

The next Housing Group Meeting will be on 23rd September
2026, from 14:00 - 15:00 at Halnaker Hill Farm

Business South'’s latest Housing Group meeting explored the
changing planning landscape and what recent national policy
changes could mean for housing delivery across the Central
South.

Matt Turpin from VIVID chaired the meeting and welcomed
Daniel Wiseman from Gillings Planning, who provided an
overview of the recently published National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), proposed changes to Section 106
agreements and the latest Housing Delivery Test figures.

The group also looked at housing delivery across the region and
the challenges facing local authorities in meeting housing
requirements.

Discussion explored how strategic planning could help better
connect housing delivery with economic growth, employment,
infrastructure and transport, as well as the role of development
around well-connected transport hubs.

The next Housing Group meeting will take place on 1
December 2026, from 10:00-11:00 on Microsoft Teams.

To join one of our Action Groups, please email Joe@businesssouth.org,
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SPARSHOLT COLLEGE
GROURP: SKILLS & TRAINING

FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE COUNTRYSIDE: DEVELOPING
THE NEXT GENERATION OF LAND-BASED PROFESSIONALS

Photo above: Sparsholt Fisheries

Significant investment in facilities,
including the Agri-tech Centre,
Vertical Growing Centre,
agricultural machinery simulators
and a newly planted vineyard, gives
students access to the
technologies and practical
environments shaping the future
of domestic food security, land
management, viticulture and
conservation.

Working with more than 5,000 students and 3,000 businesses each
year, the Group brings together three distinctive educational
communities: Sparsholt College, Andover College and University Centre
Sparsholt.

Sparsholt College plays a distinctive role within the Group, offering
specialist courses across agriculture, animal management, equine,
horticulture, conservation, fisheries, forestry, sport, outd oor adventure,
uniformed protective services and related land-based industries. For
agriculture students, the working farm provides a commercial learning
environment, combining academic study with hands-on experience in
livestock, crops, machinery, farm management and environmental
stewardship.

Photo above: Sparsholt Birdseye View. Photo on the right: Agricultural Student at campus


https://businesssouth.org/about/

i

Fe?A\DAneA ENPeNNr Atze? PE e
PNDINePEADZPAAN AADZ &2t E rARDIrs
AAPDINAA QAA rNQIAKAN (A AecNAr
IAQRRDIAT APeiQ M PeNRAAIB AL AN
“ee rQINAQNRYrENEN rRS{OZARN
NQektePr AADZ QeArNetAreARNe (AN
rQ{NAON AADZ NNekeeBAAON
BANAPNBNAA AADZ WNANEAAET
Aer{AF rQINAONS

YN gee?nyr eefN NIANADZr KNreAN
RRMinBN NDZPQAeASIAr KR r{ANrr
NEAYNATF AADZ NAeningBN QeRerNr
r?nnee NBnterNer AADL (AW P Akr
feetIAF e DINWNken rbjirREAIA

o ?AlR{0ANRAr eE PNkl AkeAPr{IN
ek AN entNe Qe BBWBNAArS

What this looks like on the
ground in the Solent?

UADZ? rnalA Seet NFAQNBNAA AADZ ANeNAMONrtinr AcN QNAAGAR ve Atgr

NB nterNeiiNDZ AnnreAQtsgest NMAONBNAAr PN rAPDINAAr NIANADINDIR
BNANAPRH NI nNENAQN (A AEN ReabnfAQNRENINIAF AENB K202 neAQAQAKF
ANQTAJQAR AADZ NB nfer AKJAT rbiiir Atee? Pt eNAK AArsr AADZ NBnferNe
RNNDZKAQES ! NNENAMONrEjnr QeBKiAN nADZ Sewt St rae?QaPeNDZ
OelNPNIKACNDZ AcAJAMA PRSI enmees PANNe Ax AinAertei (A AeNAr r?0t
Ar APeiQ?M?eNROren neEedZ 20Ae ARVNANEAAET AReriAPRAAIB AL QAcNRIZe P
FreeBiAFRATkewQ M PeNREeanQ M PeNROe AT riDIN BANAPNBNAAR
FABNENNIAPRFRR FENNABNNNIA PR meer A2aR AADZ NePjANs

ENKWNENDZ St heQAK AADZ eNPieAAk NB nferNerRENrN ee PANr TNin
DZINWNKen, reiMNDZRS eaticNADZT AAKNAA Re IAADZIKA rNDZRePeAl AADL ArreQiAAND
IADZ?rAeiNrS

finAertei >ABN?r Alre nee®{DINr A PA{e?N Qe?Aner rIN rNAMAF Ree
K2ciANreNe AADZ eePAA(rANeAr ne tieN Ree BNNAAF rR)eARNEeNAONR
NEAJAGAT DZAT  AADZ NWNAAFRSIAE A eAAPN ef RAQINN r AWANAKIN fee
neerNrrieAAt AADZ QecnesAN ?rNs


https://businesssouth.org/about/



https://businesssouth.org/about/
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/
mailto:Rebecca@businesssouth.org

AWARDS &
RECOGNITION

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR
THE VENTUREFEST SOUTH
INNOVATOR SHOWCASE &
AWARDS
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BUSINESS LUNCH

KATE PEARCE, HEAD OF STRATEGY AT BUSINESS SOUTH
SITS DOWN FOR A BUSINESS LUNCH WITH VIVIENNE
CONWAY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, HGP ARCHITECTS

VENUE: ORANGE GROVE HOTEL, FAREHAM
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BUSINESS LUNCH

BUSINESS LUNCH | HVIVIENNEC N Y

Over Classic Caesar Salad, complete
with Soft Egg, Romaine, Grana
Padano, Smoked Bacon, Focaccia
Croutons with Grilled Chicken and
King Oyster Mushroom Massaman
with Sticky Jasmine Rice, Pak Choi,
Thai Basil and Charred Lime, we
mused about the positive and
slightly daunting elements of Al
Vivienne shared that her son, who
has recently graduated having
studied computer science and Al, is
busy applying for jobs and had the
unsettling experience of being
interviewed by a chatbot as part of
the process.

If you would like to join me for a future Business Lunch, please
email kate@businesssouth.org
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CHAMPION NEWS
DEMOLITION APPLICATION

SUBMITTED FOR FORMER .
TOYS R US BUILDING LLP has submitted a prior

approval planning
application for the
demolition of the former
Toys R Us building in
Southampton

Read more

COUNCIL APPROVES NEXT PHASE OF INVESTMENT IN
FAREHAM SHOPPING CENTRE

FROM HAVANT TO THE
OUTBACK: HSDC ALUMNUS
TRAVELS THE WORLD

James Robinson has built a
career from university and
offshore survey vessels to the
jungles of Southeast Asia and
the mining regions of Western
Australia. > Read more
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DIRECTORS OF THE
FUTURE DINNER

A fantastic evening at our Directors of the Future Dinner at Attendees listened to a presentation

Chewton Glen Hotel & Spa by Paula Bradley, Business
Develop ment Manager and NED for

The glittering event brought together young professionals and Business South

established business leaders from across the Central South to share

experiences, exchange ideas, and build valuable new connections. Thank you to everyone who joined

us, and to our event partners for
their support in making the evening
enjoyable.

The evening was a great opportunity for those developing their careers
to gain insight from people working across a wid e range of sectors and
to take part in meaningful conversations about the future of business
in our region. Guests were welcomed by Raymond De Toulouse
Lautrec, Dep uty General Manager at Chewton Glen.
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NOVICE NETWORKING
EVENT AT GOD’S HOUSE
TOWER
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LAST WORD
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DATES FOR YOUR
DIARY

EVENT CALENDAR
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	“The clean electricity will have a big benefit to air quality in the city, and it also helps to future-proof Portsmouth port, aligning us with international moves towards electrification for all of our customers, meaning we can continue to be profitable and provide for essential services in the city.”
	WE’RE READY TO WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE DEVOLUTION
	SUMMER / 2026
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	Action Group Roundup
	Maritime Transport Action Group
	The next MTAG Action Group meeting will be on 7th October 2026, from 10:30- 11:30, on TEAMS.

	Energy & Utilities
	The Energy & Utilities South Action Group meeting will be on 11th November 2026, 10:00 - 11:00 on TEAMS.

	Leisure & Wellbeing
	Chaired by Chris Rees (ReesLeisure), the next Leisure & Wellbeing Action Group Meeting will meet on 1st October 2026, from 14:00 - 16:00, at Marwell Zoo.
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	Action Group Roundup
	People South
	The next People South Action Group meeting is on 2nd December 2026, between 10:00 - 11:00, Portsmouth Guildhall.

	Regenerate South
	The next Regenerate South Action Group meeting will be held on 18th November 2026, 10:00 - 11:15, venue TBC.

	Social Value
	The next Social Value meeting will be on 29th October 2026, from 14:00 - 15:00, at Blake Morgan.
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	Action Group Roundup
	Sustainable South
	The next Housing Group Meeting will be on 23rd September 2026, from 14:00 - 15:00 at Halnaker Hill Farm

	Housing Group
	The next Housing Group meeting will take place on 1 December 2026, from 10:00–11:00 on Microsoft Teams.
	To join one of our Action Groups, please email Joe@businesssouth.org
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	BUSINESS LEADERS BREAKFAST AT
	SOUTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW
	From conversations over breakfast to insights from the stage, it was a morning full of great energy at the Southampton International Boat Show 2026
	THE BOAT SHOW FEATURES EVERYTHING THE LEISURE MARINE INDUSTRY HAS TO OFFER
	AUTUMN / 2026
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	HALNAKER HILL FARM: RESTORING NATURE IN THE SOUTH DOWNS
	If you’ve ever taken a walk up to the historic Halnaker Windmill, you’ll have enjoyed the stunning view stretching for miles across West Sussex and beyond.
	AUTUMN / 2026
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	HALNAKER HILL FARM: RESTORING NATURE IN THE SOUTH DOWNS
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	FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE COUNTRYSIDE: DEVELOPING THE NEXT GENERATION OF LAND-BASED PROFESSIONALS
	FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE COUNTRYSIDE: DEVELOPING THE NEXT GENERATION OF LAND-BASED PROFESSIONALS
	SKILLS & TRAINING
	FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE COUNTRYSIDE: DEVELOPING THE NEXT GENERATION OF LAND-BASED PROFESSIONALS
	Would you like to feature in the Central South quarterly news round-up?
	Please send your news to Rebecca@businesssouth.org
	From first steps into a career to specialist degrees, professional upskilling and business support, Sparsholt College Group provides opportunities at every stage. Through practical learning, employer partnerships, innovation and sustainability, the Group is helping to develop the skills needed for the future of farming, the rural economy and the environment across Hampshire and beyond.
	If you would like to find out more about how Sparsholt College Group can support local businesses through training or venue hire for corporate events, please visit sparsholt.ac.uk.

	AUTUMN / 2026
	BUSINESSSOUTH.ORG


	JANE FALKINGHAM HAS BEEN NEWLY MINTED AS A FELLOW OF THE BRITISH ACADEMY
	APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR THE VENTUREFEST SOUTH INNOVATOR SHOWCASE & AWARDS
	DANIEL CROW, DIRECTOR OF ‘A SPACE’ ARTS, AWARDED THE BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL (BEM)
	DAME WENDY HALL WINS THE SIR FRANK WHITTLE MEDAL
	PIGS ARE BACK FOR PANNAGE IN THE NEW FOREST
	HAVE YOU EVER SEEN PIGS IN
	THE NEW FOREST?
	EVERY AUTUMN, FOR A LIMITED PERIOD, THEY ARE ALLOWED TO FREELY FORAGE FOR NUTS AND FRUIT FROM THE FOREST FLOOR.
	AUTUMN / 2026


	Sign up is free via the New Forest CDA website here New Forest Drive Safe - Real New Forest

	THE PIGS WILL BE TURNED OUT FROM MID-SEPTEMBER
	AUTUMN / 2026
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	BUSINESS LUNCH
	KATE PEARCE, HEAD OF STRATEGY AT BUSINESS SOUTH SITS DOWN FOR A BUSINESS LUNCH WITH VIVIENNE CONWAY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, HGP ARCHITECTS
	VENUE: ORANGE GROVE HOTEL, FAREHAM
	It seemed somewhat fitting that our latest Business Lunch outing was to the delightful Orange Grove Hotel in Sarisbury.
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	BUSINESS LUNCH
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	BUSINESS LUNCH WITH VIVIENNE CONWAY
	There’s no doubting AI is going to completely re-shape the world of work but both Vivienne and I retained the hope that human intervention will continue to play a crucial role (especially when it comes to architectural practice).
	Famously there is no such thing as a free lunch and this was no exception. I was keen to enrol Vivienne for an exciting project that we are working on, that we hope will be showcased at UKREiiF and in Prosper magazine.
	We will be pulling together a crack team of visionaries for this mission and calling on Champions to share their thoughts and ideas too.
	And the great news is, Vivienne accepted the challenge. More news on this hush-hush project as the next few months unfold …
	Thanks so much for joining me Vivienne …
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	DEMOLITION APPLICATION SUBMITTED FOR FORMER TOYS R US BUILDING
	COUNCIL APPROVES NEXT PHASE OF INVESTMENT IN FAREHAM SHOPPING CENTRE
	CUSTOMER INFLUENCE, AI AND ACTION: VIVID’S ANNUAL REVIEW CHARTS PROGRESS ON CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE
	FROM HAVANT TO THE OUTBACK: HSDC ALUMNUS TRAVELS THE WORLD
	PORTSMOUTH CITY COUNCIL ANNOUNCE PARTNERSHIP WITH ECF FOR CITY CENTRE NORTH
	ALLICA BANK RECOGNISES ESTABLISHED BUSINESSES’ IMPACT ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES WITH THE ORANGE HAT PLAQUES
	AMBITIOUS NEW FACILITIES APPROVED FOR CIVIL ENGINEERING TRAINING CENTRE
	VIRGIN VOYAGES SAYS “SEA YOU SOON” TO THE UK AFTER MAKING PORTSMOUTH THEIR HOME FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS
	IT’S ELECTRIFYING – PORTSMOUTH INTERNATIONAL PORT’S SHORE POWER SYSTEM GOES LIVE
	ARCHITECTUREPLB TACKLE RIVER TEST INVASIVE HIMALAYAN BALSAM >
	READ MORE
	SOLENT FREEPORT REPORTS STRONG PROGRESS AS NEW REVIEW HIGHLIGHTS INVESTMENT, TRADE, AND JOBS PIPELINE
	BUSINESS SOUTH, COMAX AND HAMPSHIRE FARE UNITE TO SHOWCASE THE BEST OF THE CENTRAL SOUTH’S
	FOOD, DRINK AND HOSPITALITY
	PORTSMOUTH SUBMITS LANDMARK UK CITY OF CULTURE 2029 BID POWERED BY LOCAL PEOPLE
	£154.4 MILLION WILL DELIVER MORE THAN 1,000 SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOMES
	DIRECTORS OF THE FUTURE DINNER
	DIRECTORS OF THE FUTURE
	YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, NEW IDEAS AND BUILDING CONNECTIONS
	A fantastic evening at our Directors of the Future Dinner at Chewton Glen Hotel & Spa
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	NOVICE NETWORKING EVENT AT GOD’S HOUSE TOWER
	NOVICE NETWORKING
	GOOD CONVERSATIONS, MORE CONFIDENCE AND A ROOM FULL OF PEOPLE READY TO CONNECT
	AUTUMN / 2026
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	HSDC CONFIRMS KURT HINTZ AS PRINCIPAL AND CEO UNTIL JANUARY 2029
	LESTER ALDRIDGE PARTNER EARNS FIRST CHAMBERS HIGH NET WORTH RANKING AS TEAM’S SUCCESS CONTINUES
	MDL MARINAS STRENGTHENS ESTATES TEAM WITH APPOINTMENT OF COLIN LAMBERT AS HEAD OF ESTATES
	DAVID DINGLE'S LASTING IMPACT ON CARNIVAL UK AND THE BRITISH CRUISE INDUSTRY
	FIREWORKS SPECTACULAR AT UTILITA BOWL

	BUSINESS SOUTH 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
	Central South – Shaping Tomorrow Together - Register online HERE.

	LAST WORD
	And Finally …
	2026 is racing away, and I can’t quite believe we are now less than two months away from our Annual Conference 2026.
	The conference is always very well attended, and this year we have an unmissable line-up of speakers, including Trevor Williams, who served as Chief Economist at Lloyds Bank. If you haven’t reserved your place yet, please do book your ticket soon.
	In September, we attended our first London Real Estate Forum, and I’d like to thank our partners and the team at NLA for extending the invitation. The opportunity to collaborate, share ideas and learn from regions across the country is incredibly valuable, and I’m keen to see how we can build on this attendance in 2027.
	The Central South APPG will meet at Portcullis House on 20 October, chaired by Richard Quigley MP for Isle of Wight West. We will be launching our Clean Energy Report. The report will explore key challenges and opportunities facing the Central South as we work towards a cleaner energy future.
	Our programme of national and international investment events continues, with MIPIM 2027 and UKREiiF already high on the agenda. If you would like to find out more about our programme of events and opportunities to get involved, please do get in touch with me at Leigh@businesssouth.org.
	It’s going to be a busy few months – and I’m looking forward to seeing many of you at our upcoming events.
	Leigh

	Leigh-Sara
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	Responsible Generative AI in Business Workshop: Maritime Sector
	Responsible Generative AI in Business Workshop: Construction Sector
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